
 
 
This Public Health Highlight will focus on the 2007 Annual Report of the Iowa County Health Dept. 
 
Public Health programs are intended to enhance the mission of the Health Department: “the promotion of 
wellness, prevention of diseases and to provide for a healthy environment.”  Your support of these programs and 
referrals are appreciated.  Below are reports on some of these programs from 2007.  
 

Selected Public Health Programs  
 

Communicable Disease Follow up 

 
 
These statistics represent follow-up done by the health department.  These statistics show that: 1) sexually 
transmitted (Chlamydia and Genital Herpes) and 2) Gastrointestinal (Campylobacter, Cryptosporidium, 
Salmonella and Giardia) are the leading communicable disease categories. 
 
Follow-up occurs on all reportable diseases.  Education is provided to the index case on the disease and 
prevention activities.  Contacts are then followed up as needed.  All medical providers and labs are required by 
state statute to report specific diagnosed and/or suspect disease to the local health department. 
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Immunization Program  
The health department provides free vaccines to Iowa County children. Vaccines for adults are also available, 
some at a cost.  The Health Department is working to increase vaccination rates for all children. The state 
database called the Wisconsin Immunization Registry (WIR) is a helpful tool that allows the Health Dept. record 
and track immunizations given by us and other providers. 
 
In 2007, 2,700 total immunizations were given.  (1,451 children’s immunizations, 343 children’s flu, 750 adult flu 
and 156 TB Skin Tests.) 
 

Environmental Health  
Our Environmental Health Consultant has been employed through a grant with five other counties to assist in 
environmental concerns and issues. 
 
Statistics for all five counties indicate that the consultant had 1,369 total contacts.  Two-hundred and three were 
from Iowa County.  There were also 263 total home visits, with 39 in Iowa County.  Of these 39 visits, 11 were 
for indoor air issues, 5 lead follow up, 3 solid waste, 17 housing, and 3 asbestos. 
 
Forty radon kits were handed out and 23 returned (57%).  Of these, 12 were low, 8 were between 6-11 and 3 over 
10.  Any household with a radon reading over four will be contacted and provided information for remediation. 
 
Animal Bite Orders are processed through law enforcement and followed up by the health department.  The goal 
is to prevent human Rabies and to promote the vaccination of dogs and cats for Rabies. 

ü 93 animal bites were reported and followed up by a Public Health Nurse or Environmental Health 
Consultant. 

ü 34 animals were tested at the State Lab for Rabies (all negative). 
ü 2 people were vaccinated for Rabies as animals were not found or could not be tested. 
 

Lead tests were done on 114 children.  Five were high and required case management which included 
environmental health and medical assessments and monitoring of their lead tests. 
 

Maternal Child Health (MCH) Services Statistics  
Maternal Child Health services have always been an important part of the health department.  Services range from 
prenatal education to postpartum visits, well child visits, breastfeeding education (both group and one-on-one), 
parenting classes and participating in community task forces specific to MCH issues.  Some of these  task forces 
include: Family & Children’s Coalition of Iowa County, Domestic Violence Task Force, Tobacco-Free Iowa 
County, and Alcohol & Drug Abuse and Prevention.  
 

ü In 2007, 106 new babies were visited by a public health nurse.  This is 1/3 of all total (313) births.  
These families are seen per referrals from the hospital, clinics, or self referrals.  Contacts are done for 
all births via telephone or letter which provide information on resources in Iowa County.   

ü The state provides a grant to help provide these services in our community.  The Family Resource 
Center also provides funds to visit first-time families.  Support of these families and providing 
resources to them are practices used to enhance positive parenting and healthier families. 

 

Public Heal th Preparedness & Response Report  
The Health Dept. worked on objectives and activities for Flu Pandemic planning including a mass clinic exercise.  
Some of the activities include: 

Outreach and Exercises 
ü Safety Fair at Upland Hills Health – discussed Safety Kits for home use 
ü Rural Youth Safety Fair – handed out first aid kits and information on Emergency kits  
ü Meeting with Iowa County Sheriff’s Dept. and the Iowa County Social Services regarding their 

responsibility during a Flu Pandemic  
ü Exercise with the Dodgeville City Water Department 
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ü Fax Blast to all schools and clinics in regards to communication time/response time  
ü ICS Functional Exercise on June 20 with Consortium #9, this also included a 24/7 communication 

activity with it. 
 

Wisconsin Well Woman Program  (WWWP)  
ü This program provides free breast and cervical cancer screening to women who qualify and are between 

45 to 64 years of age. 
ü 35 women were screened and took advantage of the program.   
ü 1 person was diagnosed with cancer and was able to receive treatment through the Well Woman Medicaid 

program. 
ü 89 women are currently active in the program. 

 

Tobacco- Free Iowa County Coalition  
Wisconsin Wins Program 
The Dodgeville Police Department and the Iowa County Sheriff’s Department made 74 visits to tobacco vendors. 
53 checks were made with 9 illegal sales, for a sale rate of 16.98%.  The 11 visits not included in the total 
percentage rate are where the youth inspector knew someone at the establishment, so they did not attempt to 
purchase tobacco. 
 

Poster/Billboard Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The billboards from last fall’s contest are currently on display.  Youth at Barneveld and Mineral Point Schools 
were awarded their prizes in December 2007 and all the posters were displayed locally in business windows in 
November 2007.  Approximately 45 youth at the two schools were educated about the importance of clean indoor 
air. 
 
 
 

Iowa County  Health  Dept. Staff  
 

June Meudt, Director/Health Officer 
Ann Thompson, Public Health Nurse 

Sue Steudel, Public Health Nurse 
Troy Moris, Environmental Health Consultant 

Kathy Cahill, Tobacco-Free Coalition Coordinator 
Kim Horst, Health Educator 

Dr. Paul Biere, Medical Advisor 
Kathy Key, Secretary 


