IOWA COUNTY CONSERVATION OFFICE
138 S. IOWA STREET SUITE 3
DODGEVILLE WI 53533

Staffing Updates

Working Together

Since the last version of the Green Sheet, the
staffing has changed.

Lucas Conmey who has been the primary contact 1@

person for the Working Lands Initiative (WLI)/ ( (; >
Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) has
shifted his duties. Lucas will now be splitting his
time as the Engineer Technician (60-70%) focus-
ing on the LWRM cost share program while still
maintaining some of his duties as the Land Con-
servationist (40-30%) working with WLI/FPP.

Tammy Havlik is the new Department Assistant.

Tammy assists with tracking and documentation of WLI/FPP participants.
She also assists with LWRM cost share contracts and performs general of-
fice duties and projects.

Len Olson will be joining the Land Conservation Department on December
19th. He will be with the LCD as a 50% position working with the Working
Lands Initiative (WLI)/Farmland Preservation Program (FPP). He will also
assist landowners with planning and compliance.

Debi Finkelmeyer joined the NRCS team in October 2010 as the Office
Automation Clerk. Debi provides Farm Bill Program administrative assis-
tance to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

I hope the 2011 growing season has been produc-
tive and prosperous for all JTowa County landown-
ers. Now as you look ahead to a new year, please
be considerate of your management options. With
high commodity prices, it is easy to overlook what
pressure growing corn and soybeans can put on
your land.

To reduce soil loss there are many things you can
do. Practicing no-till, planting on the contour,
leaving adequate residue, maintaining alternate
strip cropping, delaying tillage until spring and
maintaining grassed waterways are just a few of
the tools you have in your conservation tool box.

Keeping your soil in place is one of the most
important long-term investments you can make.
Helping you is our most immediate mission.

Let’s work together in keeping our soil in place
and water clean in the upcoming year and for
future generations.

Thank you,
Jim McCaulley

E-Mailed Newsletter? would you like to be more informed about what’s going on at the Iowa County LCD and
USDA? We would like to construct an e-mail newsletter informing farmers and landowners about opportunities, important dates,
and changes going on that may affect you. If you are interested in receiving an e-mailed newsletter, contact Tammy Havlik at
tammy.havlik@wi.nacdnet.net and let her know that you would like to receive an e-mailed newsletter.
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IMPORTANT SIGN UP
DATES FOR COUNTY

COST SHARE IN 2012!
x January 1—February 29 X

County Cost Share
Opportunities

Iowa County has obtained funds to help
farmers and landowners with their con-
servation practice needs. Common prac-
tices that will be considered for cost share
funds include waterways, well abandon-
ment, access road or cattle crossings, live-
stock watering facility, roof runoff sys-
tems, critical area stabilization and many
more. NEW for 2012 there will be a
sign up period for cost sharing from
January 1 through February 29. In
order to manage workload and give the
best possible technical assistance to each
of our customers, we felt that a sign-up
period would be beneficial for all.

Need Seed?

Seed mix that is. If you

have a stream bank @

project that you are i

going to construct and \

need a small amount of required seed
mix , the Iowa County LCD has the DNR
project permit required seed mix avail-
able at the office for purchase. The cost
is $5.00 per pound. Stop by to see us for
your seed needs.

FPP/WLI Self-Certification Forms

Farmers who participate in the FPP/WLI program will need to fill
out and send back the self certification forms by December 15,
2011. In order to better assist our customers with this form, it has
been filled out according to the information that was provided by last
year’s self certification form and by the Iowa County Planning and
Zoning Department. In order to streamline the 2012 self certification
form, we are asking that a current e-mail address be provided so that
the form can be e-mailed instead. If you do not have an e-mail ad-
dress, the form will be sent by mail. Please help us reduce cost and
conserve paper by providing us with an e-mail address if possible.

Are You Looking for a NMP Planner?

Many farm operations may be looking to write a nutrient management
plan in order to comply with the NR-151 water quality regulations and
maintain eligibility for the WLI/FPP tax credit. There are many quali-
fied individuals that can help you with the process of writing a nutri-
ent management plan. If you would like a list of local individuals, you
can either stop by the office and pick up a copy or you can visit the
Towa County web site at www.lowacounty.org, click on Departments,
Land Conservation, Service List, and scroll down to Contractor Lists.
The Land Conservation Department does not make recommendations
for any particular contractor. Questions about the WLI/FPP program
can be directed to Lucas Conmey at 935-2791 extension 121 or e-mail,
lucas.conmey@wi.nacdnet.net

NEW and IMPROVED Web Site

Have you visited the lowa County Land Conservation Department web
site lately? If you have, then you will know that we have enhanced the
site to include more information and resources regarding conservation.
Information that you might find useful on the site includes, a service
list, project list, employee and contact information, LCC Board Mem-
bers and other related links. Check it out!! Go to www.iowacounty.org
click on departments and then Land Conservation.

2010 Annual Report

The 2010 Annual LCD Report is now located on the County website.
To view the report go to www.lowacounty.org, click on departments,
then click on the Land Conservation Department.

Working Land Initiative Questions?

Did you know the State rezoning conversion fee has been eliminated? The state budget eliminated the fees and
made changes to the Purchase of Conservation Easement (PACE) program. If you have any questions about the pro-
gram, please don’t hesitate to call Scott Godfrey at the Office of Planning & Development at 608-935-0333.




CREP and SAFE in lowa County

For those looking to partner conservation with agricultural practices or retire land currently in production, the Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) are two programs for you to use. These
programs benefit both the environment and the producer.

CREP was created as a joint effort between the Federal, State and County governments to complement working agriculture and
the protection of Wisconsin’s soil and water resources. The goals of CREP are to reduce sediment, phosphorus and nitrogen load-
ing in streams; to establish buffers along water sources; and establish acres of grassland habitat that will help protect rare grass-
land birds and other wildlife. Crop fields and pasture located within 150 feet of water will most likely be eligible for the program,
although pasture receives a lower annual rental rate and fewer incentives.

Those within a designated grassland area in parts of Dane, lowa, Green and Lafayette Counties could also be eligible for enrolling
fields up to 1000 feet away from a water source. Most of southern Iowa County (south of Highway 18) falls within this grassland
area. These fields must have a crop history and be highly erodible.

Many different land cover and management practice options are available in the CREP program. The practice installed on a prop-
erty depends on the desires of the landowner and site factors. Some of the more commonly installed practices include establish-
ment of filter strips, riparian buffers and prairie grasses. This is a cost-effective opportunity to establish grasses in a marginal
field that does not produce a high yield. Financial incentives of CREP include cost-sharing of vegetation establishment, up-front
incentive payments, and annual soil rental payments for 15 years. A perpetual easement is also available with CREP.

SAFE is a program for those looking to retire active cropland. SAFE is tailored to provide enhanced habitat for rare grassland
birds and is available in parts of Dane, Iowa, Green, and Lafayette counties. Practices include both warm and cool season plant-
ings. Similar to the CREP area, most of southern Iowa County is within the SAFE area. Lands do not have to be highly erodible or
near water but they do have to have a cropping history to be eligible for the program. Additional incentive payments are available

with SAFE and anywhere from 10 to 15 year contracts are offered with the program.

Fields currently in CRP are not eligible, but recently expired CRP may be. Both programs offer cost-sharing for practices, an an-
nual rental rate and additional incentive payments. These programs have continuous sign-up. To determine eligibility and begin

the application process, contact the Iowa County Farm Services Agency at 608-935-2791 extension 2.

Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP)

Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Compliance

The Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) is a voluntary program
open to all farmers nationwide. It
encourages good conservation and is
designed to help you maintain your
present conservation activities and
make new conservation improve-
ments. Eligible lands include crop-
land, pastureland, non-industrial
private forestland, and tribal agri-
cultural lands. CSP involves a five-
year contract in which the farmer
agrees to maintain existing conser-
vation and do more over the life of
the contract. Potential participants
can use a self-screening checklist
first to determine whether the pro-
gram 1is suitable for them or their
operation. Farmers will need to
document their current and pro-
posed conservation practices which
will be used to rank applications and
determine payments. NRCS field
staff will also conduct on-site field
verifications of applicants' informa-
tion. If you are interested in apply-
ing contact Wendy Fiala at Iowa
County NRCS office at 608-935-
2791, extension 123.

Anyone who plans to participate in USDA programs and receive benefits, now or in the
future, should check with their local NRCS office before bringing new land into produc-
tion. Highly erodible land compliance began with the 1985 Farm Bill, and is still in effect
today. Don’t risk losing your eligibility for USDA programs by violating HEL compliance.
USDA program participants are responsible for ensuring that their conservation plan or
system is applied and maintained in order to remain eligible for USDA program benefits.
The most common way farmers get out of compliance with USDA is by dropping a soil-
conserving crop, such as hay, and adding a tilled crop, such as corn, that may increase soil
erosion. If you have recently changed your crop rotation or tillage, you should check with
your local NRCS office to make sure you are still in compliance and update your conserva-
tion plan or system.

Farmers also need to be alert to sheet, rill, and ephemeral erosion in order to maintain
program eligibility. Ephemeral erosion refers to the channels and gullies, from a few
inches up to several feet wide, which form in tilled fields after rains. Sheet and rill ero-
sion are less noticeable, but just as important. Controlling erosion is a farm bill require-
ment that is actively enforced. Field reviews and crop history are used to monitor compli-
ance. NRCS conducts a random sampling of clients with Highly Erodible Land on about
38,000 tracts per year state wide, plus 5% of FSA Farm loan borrowers.

Farmers may be required to implement additional conservation practices to address ero-
sion in order to maintain program eligibility. Cost-sharing assistance helps farmers stay
in compliance. USDA offers cost-sharing programs to help farmers with the conservation
practices necessary to remain eligible for USDA benefits. The Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) offers cost sharing for waterways, buffers, and other cropland
conservation practices.

Our goal is to work with farmers, to help them stay in compliance or bring them into com-
pliance through progressive planning. For more information, contact Wendy Fiala at Iowa
County NRCS office at 608-935-2791, extension 123.




The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a
voluntary program for people who want to develop or
improve wildlife habitat on private lands. WHIP
offers technical and financial assistance to help es-
tablish and improve wildlife habitat.

Participants work with NRCS to prepare a wildlife
habitat development plan. The plan describes the
landowner’s goals for improving wildlife habitat, in-
cludes a list of practices and a schedule for installing
them, and details the steps necessary to maintain the
habitat for the life of the cost-share agreement.

These projects are most commonly oak savanna and : 2
prairie restoration and stream habitat improvement. [SI2SSesBEE S SEITIURT0) "
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Eligible land includes cropland, pasture, private non-industrial forestland, and other farm lands.

WHIP proposals will be evaluated based on Wisconsin wildlife habitat priorities. Applications are scored on a number of fac-
tors, including type of habitat to be established, size, proximity to other wildlife areas, location within designated priority area
if applicable, and cost. For more information on WHIP or to schedule a site visit contact Joe Schmelz at the Iowa County
NRCS office at 608-935-2791, extension 133 .

EQIP

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a volun-
tary conservation program. It supports production agriculture
and environmental quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP,
farmers may receive financial and technical help with structural
and management conservation practices on agricultural land. In
Towa County financial assistance is available to help off-set the
costs of eligible conservation practices, such as grassed water-
ways, roof gutters, nutrient management planning, prescribed
grazing plans, spring developments, rip-rap, milk house and barn- |

yard treatment systems, and animal waste storage facilities. S =
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Any farmer engaged in agricultural production on eligible land
may apply for EQIP. Eligible land includes cropland, pasture,
private non-industrial forestland, and other farm lands.

%l\éla-_nure Storage Facil

Also, the local EQIP sign up is in conjunction with the state wide
signup for Waste Storage/Alternative Waste Treatment Practices.
There are several deadlines and due dates for additional informa-
tion such as soil sampling/testing and preliminary designs, etc.
therefore, farmers interested in EQIP financial assistance for
Waste Storage/Alternative Waste Treatment Practices are
strongly encouraged to begin signing up IMMEDIATELY.

NRCS will evaluate each application, with higher priorities given
to applications that use cost-effective conservation practices, ad-
dress local priorities, and provide the most environmental benefit.
For more information on EQIP or to schedule a site visit contact
Joe Schmelz at the JTowa County NRCS office at 608-935-2791, extension 133.

Grassed Waterway

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TDD).
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