Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As lowa County continues to grow, it is vital to consider the agricultural, natural, and cultural resources of the
area. It can be very challenging for rural communities to allow new low-density development and at the same
time protect the natural environment, cultural and historic resources while preserving the character of the
area. At first, development may have only a limited influence on the natural landscape, but as development
continues, the visual and environmental impacts become more and more apparent. For these reasons, it is
crucial to be informed of existing agricultural, natural, and cultural resources.

Specific resources to be aware of while planning for the future include:

Agricultural Resources Natural Resources Cultural Resources
Number of Farms Water Resources Historic Buildings
Acreage of Farmland Topography Museums

Livestock Geologic Resources Landmarks

Crop Production Forest / Woodlands Churches

Farmland Potential Wildlife Habitat Rural Schools

Soil Capabilities Parks and Open Space Cemeteries

Soils Air and Light

Wisconsin State Statute 66.1001(2)(e)

(e) Agricultural, natural and cultural resources element
A compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps and programs for the conservation, and promotion of
the effective management, of natural resources such as groundwater, forests, productive agricultural
areas, environmentally sensitive areas, threatened and endangered species, stream corridors, surface
water, floodplains, wetlands, wildlife habitat, metallic and nonmetallic mineral resources, parks, open
spaces, historical and cultural resources, community design, recreational resources and other natural
resources.
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, AND CULTURAL RESOURCES POLICIES

Agricultural, natural, and cultural resource policies are intended to help support, encourage, protect, and
conserve specific indigenous resources that may or may not be renewable. Table E.1 shows the agricultural,
natural, and cultural resources policies (not in order of priority) for participating lowa County jurisdictions. The
bulleted list beneath each statement indicates those jurisdictions including the specific policy in their plans.
Non-participating jurisdictions in the Comprehensive Planning process are not shown in the Section and
include the Town of Brigham and the Villages of Barneveld, Livingston, Montfort, Muscoda, and Rewey.

Table E.1: Agricultural, Natural, And Cultural Resource Policies

1. Routinely remind residents of the importance of their agricultural, natural, and cultural resources and the
need for continued protection of local open spaces to provide recreational opportunities.

1 City of Dodgeville Town of Mifflin 1 Village of Arena

1  City of Mineral Point 1 Town of Mineral Point 1 Village of Avoca
 Town of Arena Town of Moscow 1 Village of Blanchardville
1 Town of Clyde Town of Pulaski 1 Village of Highland
1  Town of Dodgeville 1  Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Hollandale
 Town of Eden Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Linden

1  Town of Highland 1 Town of Wyoming 1 Village of Ridgeway
§ Town of Linden

2. Build partnerships with local clubs and organizations in order to protect important natural areas.
1 City of Dodgeville T Town of Mifflin 1 Village of Arena

1 City of Mineral Point Town of Mineral Point 1 Village of Avoca
 Town of Arena T  Town of Moscow 1 Village of Blanchardville
1  Town of Clyde T Town of Pulaski 1 Village of Highland
1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Hollandale
§  Town of Eden T Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Linden

1  Town of Highland 1 Town of Wyoming 1 Village of Ridgeway
1 Town of Linden

3. Preserve farmland and the family farm in Arena.

§ Town of Arena

4. Encourage and support prairie and savanna restoration.

1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Village of Arena

1 Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Avoca

1 Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Blanchardville

5. Enforce noxious weed control ordinances.

1 City of Dodgeville Town of Mineral Point 1 Village of Avoca
 Town of Arena Town of Moscow 1 Village of Blanchardville
1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Highland
 Town of Eden Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Hollandale
1  Town of Highland 1  Town of Wyoming 1 Village of Linden

1  Town of Linden 1 Village of Arena 1 Village of Ridgeway
¥ Town of Mifflin

6. Support tree preservation, municipal tree-planting programs, and sustainable forestry practices.
M City of Dodgeville 1 Village of Arena

1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Village of Avoca

M  Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Blanchardville

1  Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Ridgeway
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.1 (cont.): Agricultural, Natural, And Cultural Resource Policies

7. Maintain proper separation distances between urban and rural land uses to avoid conflicts.

1 City of Dodgeville Town of Mifflin Village of Arena

1  City of Mineral Point Town of Mineral Point Village of Avoca

1 Town of Arena Town of Moscow Village of Blanchardville
1 Town of Clyde Town of Pulaski Village of Highland

1  Town of Dodgeville Town of Ridgeway Village of Hollandale

1 Town of Eden Town of Waldwick Village of Linden

1  Town of Highland Town of Wyoming Village of Ridgeway
 Town of Linden
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8. Continue the use of local open space areas to protect natural areas and to provide recreational
opportunities.

1 City of Mineral Point

9. Identify recharge areas for wells and inventory potential contaminant sources.

1 City of Dodgeville T Town of Mifflin 1 Village of Avoca

1 City of Mineral Point T Town of Mineral Point 1 Village of Blanchardville

1 Town of Arena 1 Town of Moscow 1 Village of Highland

1  Town of Clyde T Town of Pulaski 1 Village of Hollandale

1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Linden

1  Town of Highland 1 Town of Wyoming 1 Village of Ridgeway

T Town of Linden

10. Restrict development from major drainage areas in order to aid in stormwater runoff and prevent flooding.
1 City of Dodgeville T Town of Mifflin 1 Village of Arena

1 City of Mineral Point  Town of Mineral Point 1 Village of Avoca

1 Town of Arena 1 Town of Moscow 1 Village of Blanchardville

1  Town of Clyde T Town of Pulaski 1 Village of Highland

1  Town of Dodgeville 1 Town of Ridgeway 1 Village of Hollandale

1 Town of Eden 1  Town of Waldwick 1 Village of Linden

1  Town of Highland 1  Town of Wyoming 1 Village of Ridgeway

1 Town of Linden

11. Continue to protect the Villagebs well rechnanang e a
sources.

1 Village of Arena

12. Create wellhead protection plans for private and/or municipal wells.
M  Town of Arena

1 Town of Dodgeville

1 Town of Eden

1 Town of Moscow

1 Village of Blanchardville

1 Village of Ridgeway

13. Limit development in recharge areas of local wells and areas with potential contaminant sources.
1 Town of Waldwick

14. Establish water demand guidelines and policies.

1  Town of Eden

15. Establish standards to decrease and prevent light pollution.
1 Town of Dodgeville

1 Village of Avoca

9  Village of Blanchardville
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.1 (cont.): Agricultural, Natural, And Cultural Resource Policies

16. Establish more parks and outdoor recreational amenities.
Town of Dodgeville

Town of Linden

Village of Avoca

Village of Blanchardville

Village of Linden
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17. Establish air quality standards.
1 Town of Moscow

18. Consider a committee to review creation of a historic preservation ordinance to preserve and enhance the
irreplaceable historic structures and locations and archeological sites in the town.
1  Town of Dodgeville

19. Consider implementing an historical preservation ordinance, in order to preserve and /or enhance the
irreplaceable historic structures and locations and archeological sites.
Town of Arena

20. Continue to implement the City of Dodgeville Historic Preservation Ordinance.
1 City of Dodgeville

21. Continue to i mplement the Villageb6s Historic Pres
1 Village of Avoca
1 Village of Linden

22. Promote tourism opportunities and pursue efforts to capitalize on local resources in conjunction with
walking tour programs, the Wisconsin Historical Markers Program, distributing ATV or bike trail maps,
maintaining trails, and preserving the natural beauty of the area.
City of Dodgeville Town of Mifflin

City of Mineral Point Town of Mineral Point
Town of Arena Town of Moscow
Town of Clyde Town of Pulaski

Town of Dodgeville Town of Ridgeway
Town of Eden Town of Waldwick
Town of Highland Town of Wyoming
Town of Linden

Village of Arena

Village of Avoca

Village of Blanchardville
Village of Highland
Village of Hollandale
Village of Linden
Village of Ridgeway
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23. Utilize state and federal programs to preserve, maintain, and protect agricultural, natural, and cultural
resources.

City of Dodgeville
City of Mineral Point
Town of Arena
Town of Clyde
Town of Dodgeville
Town of Eden

Town of Highland
Town of Linden

Town of Mifflin

Town of Mineral Point
Town of Moscow
Town of Pulaski
Town of Ridgeway
Town of Waldwick
Town of Wyoming

Village of Arena

Village of Blanchardville
Village of Highland
Village of Hollandale
Village of Linden
Village of Ridgeway
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Since this plan is being developed for lowa County, the importance of agricultural resources in the
surrounding area cannot be underestimated. Agricultural resources played an important role in the past and
will continue to do so in the future of southwest Wisconsin. In one way or another, farming is important to all
the jurisdictions of lowa County: aesthetically, culturally, economically, and recreationally.

An Agricultural Resources Worksheet was given to each participating jurisdiction’s plan commission, asking
guestions regarding farming and its related issues. The tables in this Section reflect the answers from that
worksheet.

FARMING CONFLICTS
As an active agricultural area, lowa County jurisdictions do have some conflicts between agriculture and non-
agriculture landowners. Table E.2 below lists specific concerns regarding lowa County farming conflicts.

Table E.2: Farming Conflicts

Jurisdiction Specific Concerns?

City of Dodgeville
City of Mineral Point

P
o

P
o

Absentee land ownership

Town of Arena Non-Ag land use

Town of Clyde

o

New homes on tillable acreage takes current or future agricultural land out of production
Smell and noise created on farms

Fencing issues

Concerns of pesticide and herbicide spraying and GMOS

Residential dogs running loose, livestock nuisance

Livestock escaping to residential lands

Use and impact on roads. Farm vehicles need wider, bigger roads not pretty rustic roads

Groundwater issues. Wells drying up dry due to too many users, springs here, and farmers need
water

Wells impacted by nitrates, E. coli, and pesticide run-off from farms and residential lawn care
Stormwater run-off. Run-off from residential lands onto agricultural lands can create erosion issues
Cultural differences in perspectives and definition of rural life

Agricultural expansion

The breaking up of farmland into smaller less farmable parcels, 35 acre rules for building. Makes it
difficult for farmers to maneuver through driveways-homes and to deal with various land owners

Annexation by the city

Noxious weeds management (or lack of) by absentee landowners

Lack of knowledge by rural home owners of farm practices leads to incompatibilities
Timber harvesting practices

Lighting

Strained relationships

Manure on roads

Manure odors, now less of a problem with a particular feeder lot gone

Slow-moving farming equipment is sometimes a problem, particularly at night; our recommendation is
that farming equipment should display lights at all times

Chemical drift form farming operations is a problem for some residents

Fence disputes

Brush and weed spraying

Airport — noise affects farm animals

Farm machinery on roads — a hazard especially if it has no slow-moving vehicle signs or lights
Hunters — trespassing on property and hounds chasing cattle

Spraying manure — odors and possible groundwater pollution

Fertilizers causing nitrates in well water

Prairie plantings at the County Home and on some private land may introduce native species which
are very aggressive and invade neighboring farmers’ fields

1 Children harassing cattle for fun

Town of Mifflin No

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

Town of Dodgeville

Town of Eden

Town of Highland

Town of Linden
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.2 (con

Conflicts
Specific Concerns?

Yes — Existing landowners want privacy (no immediate neighbors). Non-farm residents sometimes do not
keep up their fences, let weeds get out of control, show a lack of respect for crops, complain about farm
smells (manure), and unsightly farm realities like downed cattle and manure on the roads. It was
suggested that a “good neighbor” policy be developed that lists typical farm activities (manure spreading
season, controlled burns, slow-moving vehicles on roadway, etc.) and be distributed with tax bills or
periodically run in local newspapers and shopper weeklies to acquaint households with farm practices.
Fencing issues — sometimes non-farm neighbors do not feel that they need to keep property line fences in
good condition to keep out neighbor farms cattle.

Trespassing issues, especially involving hunters

Non-residents (absentee landowners) not building or maintaining fences

Odors and manure on roads

Old machinery/cars standing in fields

Year round residents resentment of perceived wealth of some non-residents

Town of Mineral Point

Town of Moscow

Town of Pulaski

Z=Aa=2a=a=a =1

Town of Ridgeway [o]

Town of Waldwick No, not at this time.

9 Occasional odor problems when pig manure is spread
Y Noise and odor from a pig confinement facility

Village of Arena No

Village of Avoca 1 Odors of nearby farms

Town of Wyoming

9 Although the physical Village is already developed, our community, consisting of a number of
townships in four different counties, has a variety of issues. Two or three of the adjoining townships
are considering moratoriums on residential development on smaller acreages. There is quite a bit of
resistance to change by regulations.

Village of
Blanchardville

9 Village is concerned about effect on rural residential development and its impact on Fire and EMS.
9 Minor natural conflicts — They are tolerable and incidental situations
9 Smell of manure (“dairy air”)
Village of Highland 9 Pests and rodents come our of fields
9 cCattle get out and tromp residential lawns and gardens
9 Stormwater run off from the village into farm fields
Village of Hollandale No
Village of Linden lele;%rzgsof hay bails next to housing — not removed in a timely manner which causes smells and affects
Village of Ridgeway Manure spreaders soiling streets and air.

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

FARM EXPANSION

As farming becomes more global, the forces driving agricultural change are reflected in the decline of
traditional agricultural commodities. One strategy farmers have begun to follow is farm expansion and
modernization. Expanding can help farmers maintain their net income and can sometimes also lead to
efficiencies and lower production costs. Modernization strategies can also help improve farming operations.
However, expansion and modernization bring with them possibilities of greater impacts to the local
environment, as well as issues such as modernized farms needing fewer employees, resulting in local
agricultural job losses. Larger operations may also require larger manure handling facilities, increasing the
chances of more spills or odor complaints.

Specific farm expansion concerns and issues for lowa County jurisdictions are shown below in Table E.3.

Table E.3: Farm Expansion Concerns

Jurisdiction \ Specific Concerns?

Yes
 Livestock numbers

City of Dodgeville T Farm debris
I  Storm water
9 Air quality
9 Noise/hours of operation

City of Mineral Point Yes — Size and type

Town of Arena Yes — Town plan limits

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.3 (cont

Farm Expansion Concerns
Specific Concerns?

Town of Clyde

Yes — Animal units per acre should remain a limiting factor. Nutrient management should also be
considered when determining how many animals fit on a farm.

Town of Dodgeville

1  Federal programs — don’t do the best to maximize use and management of the lands so until these are
re-vamped there are limitations to what we can recommend. If they have a legal right under these
programs we can’t stop them, and we are not sure where we would have flexibility

9 Citizen survey split on this issue — If limiting them was an option, we would want to have a voice in
planning for proper location. For example, a certain distance to residential development, wind
directions, cost of infrastructure towards development, accessing a county or state road only, good
soils, minimum slopes, assessment of high capacity wells, and their impacts on groundwater. An
opportunity to be involved in the review of these proposals and evaluation of issues would be
essential. Enforcement and implementation are issues that would need to be dealt with as well.
Education of potential and existing not farming rural residents regarding the practices and the actual
realities of arming and current management practices would be helpful.

Town of Eden

9 Agree that farm operations are expanding in response to federal farm programs and globalization of
the market and that they should be controlled with permits to control use of chemicals — including how
they are applied and waste treatment.

9 Would like, as a benchmark, to have a definition of a farm so that we don’t run the risk of framing
legislation emotionally, for example, to save or maintain “the family farm”. We believe that farming will
have to change to meet changing conditions and that we should put our efforts into education for
possibility and creating enthusiasm.

Town of Highland

Not at the present time.

Town of Linden

Limits should be placed on farming operations in the town
Very large farms that do not follow good conservation practices shouldn’t be allowed

Farms shouldn’t have more animals than their own land can support in terms of waster disposal. (In
other words, they should have enough land to be able to spread all their manure.)

Large grain farms should practice conservation tillage

Possible limit on number of animal units on one farm or number of acres per owner (no numbers
agreed to)

= —a  —a —m_a |-

Town of Mifflin

Yes — Placement, size, environmental impacts

Town of Mineral Point

Yes

9 Limits should include pollution (water and air)
9 Proximity to residences

9 Number of animal units

Town of Moscow

Yes — The township and land use commission do not promote large farms. The topography in Moscow
Township is not conducive to large farm expansions.

Town of Pulaski

Some of the Plan Commission stated that farms must expand in order to survive.

Plan Commission noted that while existing limits on farm expansion are adequate, certain economic
factors will probably combine to limit farm numbers and size in the future.

There is heavy demand today for rural property to be used for non-farm purposes, such as hunting,
camping, or the peace and quiet of the countryside.

The Town is in an ideal location to satisfy this demand, being in easy driving distance of Madison,
Milwaukee, and Chicago.

In many instances, urban residents are willing and able to pay much more for rural land than local
farmers can afford.

Given the strong demand for rural property today, many farmers are eager to sell at least a portion of
their land at today’s high prices, because they are retiring, getting out of farming entirely, or for
economic survival.

9 The Plan Commission strongly suggests that agriculture will assume a smaller role in the Town in the
future.

I The Plan Commission emphasizes that this view does not mean that the Town of Pulaski intends to
discourage almost any type of agricultural use of land in its Smart Growth Plan.

=A =/ =4 =4 a4

Town of Ridgeway

Yes — Want to limit factory type farms or large confinement operations that will contribute to air and/or water
pollution.

Town of Waldwick

Yes — Concerned about any large dairy or cattle or any large livestock operations. Primary concern is for
the eater quality because of the fractured limestone geology. Also concern for air quality and conservation
of natural resources.

Town of Wyoming

Yes — Since the Town is a major tourist area, farm operations and confinement facilities need to be
structured and sited not to be intrusive to tourists and residents.

Village of Arena

No

Village of Avoca

Yes — Joint extraterritorial zoning

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Section E

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.3 (cont.):

Jurisdiction Specific Concerns?

Village of
Blanchardville

Farm Expansion Concerns

9 Assuming these farms would be very large
9 Hurts family farms which are very important to our area
9 Hurts residential development

9 Pollution possibilities including any problems with small, groundwater contamination, and visual
changes to the “countryscape”.

Village of Highland

Since there is limited farming in the village, there is no real expectations for farm expansions in the Village.
However, if the Village were to enact extraterritorial zoning, we would consider limits on a case-by-case
basis, depending on the type of farm operations. We would be especially concerned about smells drifting
into the Village

Village of Hollandale

Yes — Have one farm within the Village limits. It is important that the quantity of animals in monitored.

Village of Linden

Yes — Controlling quantity — do not want large scale farming operations

Village of Ridgeway

Yes
9 Shouldn’t be within Village
I  Should be in rural areas

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

YOUNG FARMERS

A challenge facing agriculture in southwest Wisconsin is a lack of young people to replace a generation of
older farmers. While farmers are retiring at the same rate, fewer young people are getting into the business.
Communities seeking to retain their local agricultural economy and way of life need to consider strategies that
might bring new or young people into farming.

The Agricultural Worksheet asked, i Can anyt hing be done to encourage

f ar mi Table’E4 lists the jurisdiction’s responses.

Jurisdiction

City of Dodgeville

Table E.4: Ways to Encourage Young People to Farm

fiCan anything be dyoonpdopletemecome inelyedin

farming?o
Yes

1  Better price
New markets
Grants/Loans
Educational Options

City of Mineral Point

es
FFA

1

1

1

1  Celebrate Farming/Recognition
Y

1

1 Ag related courses at school

Town of Arena

No, not at the Town level.

Town of Clyde

Yes — Farming must be made economically viable

1 Support pricing for products (beef-grain-dairy) to assure a fair living as a full time career

1  Farm market situation to sell directly to public, zoning business issues. Zoning categories need to be
revaluated

1  Keeping the town balanced economically and culturally having affordable housing so you people want
to stay here

1 Continue and support FFA, 4-H education programs, lowa County Fair and Farmers Appreciation day
Town of Dodgeville 1  Keep an open mind in exploring and flexibility in regulation to allow for consideration of alternative
agriculture opportunities
1  Allow direct selling of farms products from the farms (need to correct zoning for this to occur)
1 Allow farm mechanics to run a mechanic operation for profit
1  Regulation of cottage industries needs to be reviewed — should be May not Shall
1 Use value assessments should be ties to schedule F Filing so people really trying to make a living at
farming are the ones getting the tax breaks
1  Believe there are many opportunities to work in agriculture despite the difficulty of starting a farming
operation from scratch
Town of Eden 1 Local high schools as well as Southwest Tech are good sources for training in jobs that serve the
agricultural community — like equipment repair
1 Moreover, local banks and governmental organizations can discuss financing and loans
1  Promote agricultural related professions in schools
Town of Highland 1 Promote young farmer program through GHA
1 Have federal and state funding for educational farm programs in schools

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Table E.4 (cont.): Ways to Encourage Young People to Farm

Jurisdiction nCan.anyt\h|ng be done t o encmemalyediny oun
farming?o

1  To encourage young people to stay in farming (measures probably outside of the scope of the Town of
Linden)
. 1  Make farming more profitable
Town of Linden 1  Provide some sort of health insurance
1  Encourage farmers to pool their resources in an investment fund
1 Encourage schools to keep their Ag programs
No
Town of Mifflin 1  What can local jurisdictions do?
1 Not applicable
Yes
1  Make farming profitable
Town of Mineral Point 1 Niche markets
1 Marketing
1  Efficiency
No — Current land prices prohibit young people from becoming involved in farming because they cannot
Town of Moscow compete with the prices people are willing to pay to develop the land residentially. Also commodity prices
are much to low and start up costs and investments are too high for a young person to survive financially

Yes
1  Higher commodity prices would help
1  Ag programs in the local high schools are not very strong
Town of Pulaski 1  Enroliments in Southwest WI Technical College Ag programs are shrinking
1  Commissioner Bill Winter mentioned a State Commerce Dept. “milk volume” program that could
provide some farming incentive
1  Many young people may not see farmers as desirable
Town of Ridgeway Yes — Better prices for farm products would bring young people back to producing agriculture.
Town of Waldwick Yes — Economic incentives — like having 7-year interest free loans available
Yes — Not by the Town, but tax laws could be structured to encourage young people in farming, and
conservation programs with cost sharing could be promoted to encourage young people in farming.

Town of Wyoming

Yes
Village of Arena 1  Future Farmers of America
1 Schools
Village of Avoca No
Yes
9 Financing incentives
1  Exploring non traditional and niche products
Village of 1  Continuing Ag related programs in schools
Blanchardville 1  Support FFA and fair participation
1  Job shadow in farming
1 Hosting non farm students
I Farmer's market
Yes
1  Encourage young people to become involved in farming
Village of Highland 1 Farm programs presented through the school district
1 Agriculture classes
1  FFA participation
1 Rodeo involvement
Village of Hollandale No
Village of Linden No
Village of Ridgeway No — Don'’t know, not applicable

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Section E Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

FARMING INFRASTRUCTURE

In order to maintain farming, it is important to maintain farming infrastructure. Farming infrastructure includes
businesses and services such as a feed mill, equipment vendor, or veterinarian might supply. Farm supply
businesses and food processing facilities represent important resources to area farmers as well as the
broader local economy. Table E.5 lists answers to the Agricultural Worksheets questions that asked if any
farming infrastructure existed within the jurisdictions, what the infrastructure entailed, and whether that
infrastructure was essential, very important, important, or not important to them.

Table E.5: Farming Infrastructure
AfDoes any farming infrastructure (feeu
Jurisdiction jurisdiction? Is it important for your jurisdiction to maintain the farming
infrastructure in order to maintain a Vv

City of Dodgeville Yes — Essential

City of Mineral Point Yes — Important

Town of Arena Yes — Important

Town of Clyde Yes — Not important
Yes - Mueller Implement, Gollon Fish Farms, Farm and Fleet retailers, Quality Liquid Feeds, Farm Credit
Services.

Town of Dodgeville 1  Essential, and must expand. Especially for marketing produce distribution. Must allow development

of such with infrastructure. E.g. Ethanol plants: high consumption of water slows siting as does our
lack of rail service.

Town of Eden Yes — Essential in the farming community.

Yes - J&S Liquid Fertilizer, Tri-Star Pallets, B7L Agri Services, Nondorf Ag Repair, Bob’s Diesel Repair.
1  Essential and Very important

Town of Highland

Town of Linden Yes — Essential to maintain
Town of Mifflin Yes — Important

Town of Mineral Paint Yes — Essential

Town of Moscow No

Town of Pulaski Yes — Essential

Town of Ridgeway No

Yes — Reynolds Fencing Supply

1  Essential

Yes — Machinery Service Repair, Valley Repair
1  Essential

Town of Waldwick

Town of Wyoming

Village of Arena No — Not important
Village of Avoca No — Important
Village of Yes — Essential

Blanchardville

Yes - Quad State Suppliers — Fertilizer, J&S Liquid Fertilizer) Don’s Tire (cattle trailers and tractor tires),

Hying Hardware (essential farm equipment such as cattle drinking troughs, nuts and bolts), and J&M

Village of Highland Building Supply (building construction and repair)

Al Essential for the Village to maintain the farming infrastructure in order to maintain a viable farming
environment.

Village of Hollandale Yes — Essential
Village of Linden Yes — Very Important
Village of Ridgeway No

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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FARM TYPES

A strong farming infrastructure can support a wide variety of operations. The Agricultural Worksheet asked
lowa County jurisdictions what type of farms (e.g. only corn vs. beef, dairy, and crops) should be encouraged
or discouraged in the jurisdiction and what kind of farm types should be encouraged over the next 20 years.
Tables E.6, E.7, and E.8 give the participating jurisdiction’s answers.

Table E.6: Single Enterprise Farm Type Desirability
ASingle enterp ASingle enterpr
should be encouraged (in should be encouraged (in
your jurisdiction). Yes or your jurisdiction). Yes or

No ?0 No ?0
Yes No Not applicable
M City of Mineral Point

1  City of Dodgeville
T f Clyd . o .

T own ot Llyde 1  Town of Eden (Not sure what this question is asking.
Do not want to encourage or discourage single-

T Town of Highland . )
enterprise farming as long as farms are well run.)

T Town of Linden 1  Town of Mifflin (What is the point of this question?)

T Town of Arena 1  Town of Moscow (not at current

commodity prices) T Town of Mineral Point (the Plan Commission is

1  Town of Dodgeville uncertain how town can play any role in this.)
(specialty crops can be

profitable) 1 Town of Ridgeway

1  Town of Pulaski (A single-crop operation should be a
farmer’s choice and is of little concern to the Town.
However, a single-animal operation could be an entirely
different matter. Issues raised by such operations
would include amount of acreage involved, type and
number of livestock, provisions for manure disposal, a
plan for supplying feed, performance bonds, etc.)

1 Village of Avoca T Town of Waldwick

1  Town of Wyoming (Looking for
diverse agricultural base, with
each enterprise judged on its
own merits.)

1  Village of Blanchardville

1 Village of Highland (All farming operations should be
encouraged. The nation is dependent on farm
products.)

1  Village of Arena

1  Village of Linden
1  Village of Hollandale (Not answered)

1 Village of Ridgeway

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

Table E.7: Multi-Enterprise Farm Type Desirability
i Mu derttarprise farms i Mu deritarprise farms

should be encouraged (in should be encouraged (in
your jurisdiction). Yes or your jurisdiction). Yes or
No ?0 No?o Not applicable
Yes No

1  City of Mineral Point ) _
1 Town of Arena 1 City of Dodgeville
1  Town of Clyde )
1 Town of Dodgeville 1  Town of Eden (Do not want to encourage or discourage
1 Town of Highland farming on the basis of the number of enterprises they run.)

T f Lind - . . . .
ﬂ Tgx: gf Nllgsggw 1  Town of Mifflin (What is the point of this question?)
1  Town of Pulaski . . S .

. . . T Town of Mineral Point (the Plan Commission is uncertain
2 ¥ga: 8; \?\/Igﬁj?/\\;:l?lz T Village of Ridgeway how town can play any role in this.)
i prn of Wyoming 1 Town of Pulaski (Such operations are traditional in this
2 x!::age OI ﬁrena area and if possible should be encouraged.)
illage of Avoca

i Village of Blanchardville 1 Village of Highland (All farming operations should be
T Village of Linden encouraged. The nation is dependent on farm products.)

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.8: Farm Types To Encourage Over Next 20 Years
lowa County Farm Types to Encourage Over the Next 20 Years

Jurisdiction

City of Dodgeville

Organic
Cash crop Operations
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

City of Mineral Point

Dairy farming

Sheep farming

Organic farming

Beef cow/calf operations

Cash crop operations

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

Town of Arena

Dairy farming
Hog farming
Sheep farming
Organic farming

e I I I I I N E R R |

= =a =4 =

Beef cow/calf operations

Beef-finishing operations

Cash crop operations

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

Town of Clyde

All type of operations should be encouraged on a small scale. The point is Clyde does not have suitable
terrain for large agricultural enterprises of any kind. Clyde is composed of small valleys and steep slopes.

1  Dairy farming 1  Beef-finishing operations
1 Hog farming Cash crop operations
Town of Dodgeville f  Sheep farming 1 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
1 Organic farming 1 Alternative agriculture (orchards, fish, wine, etc.)
1  Beef cow/calf operations
1  Dairy farming 1  Beef cow/calf operations
Town of Eden 1  Hog farming 1  Beef-finishing operations
1  Sheep farming 1  Cash crop operations
1  Organic farming 1 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
1  Dairy farming 1  Beef cow/calf operations
Town of Highland 1  Hog farming 1  Beef-finishing operations
1  Sheep farming 1  Cash crop operations
1  Organic farming 1 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

Town of Linden

All kinds of family farming operations should be encouraged, especially organic farming but limits should be
placed on the number of animals, especially hogs and poultry.

Town of Mifflin

Not applicable — promote all agriculture as a whole.

Town of Mineral Point

Not applicable — the Plan Commission is uncertain how township can play any role in this.

Town of Moscow

1  Dairy farming
Sheep farming
Organic farming
Beef cow/calf operations
Cash crop operations

Town of Pulaski

ot answered.

Town of Ridgeway

Dairy farming

Organic farming

Beef cow/calf operations

Cash crop operations

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

Town of Waldwick

Dairy farming

Organic farming

Beef cow/calf operations
Beef finishing operations
Cash crop operations

Town of Wyoming

Dairy farming

Hog farming

Sheep farming

Organic farming

Beef cow/calf operations

= =4 =4 =

Beef-finishing operations

Cash crop operations

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
With density and scale considerations

Village of Arena

Dairy farming

Organic farming

Beef cow/calf operations

Beef finishing operations

Cash crop operations

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

Village of Avoca

Dairy farming
Organic farming
Beef cow/calf operations
Cash crop operations
1 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

1
1
1
1
N
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.8 (cont.): Farm Types To Encourage Over Next 20 Years

Jurisdiction lowa County Farm Types to Encourage Over the Next 20 Years
1 Dairy farming 1  Beef cow/calf operations
Village of Blanchardville | §  Hog farming 1 Beef-finishing operations
1 Sheep farming 1 Cash crop operations
1  Organic farming 1  Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
Village of Highland All farming operations should be encouraged. The nation is dependant on farm products.
Village of Hollandale Not answered

1 Dairy farming

1  Organic farming

Village of Linden 1 Beef cow/calf operations

1 Cash crop operations

1  Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
Village of Ridgeway No to all types of farming operations.

(Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet)

FARMER RETIREMENT

A farmer’s land is valuable not only for what it produces, but also its inherent value to the community at large.

Land is also valuable as it provides the farmer with a source of retirement funds. Trying to find a middle path

of conserving farmland while enabling farmers to retire by profiting from their land is a statewide issue. The
Agricultural Worksheet posed the questionfil n many cases, the farm is a far:i
can your jurisdiction provide for farmerés retirement
and protecti ng ¢ o mmu n i Tiahle E@ dists the Fadicipating jurisdictions answers.

Table E.9: Farmers Retirement Needs vs. Community Goals and Vision

Al n many cases, the farm is a farmer 6s

Jurisdiction jurisdictionprovi de for farmer és retirement nee
housing devel opment and protecting comm

Urban Residential Development (within scope of plan)
1  Planned development to keep (land) value high.
1 Education in investing.

Town of Arena Buying development rights.

Town of Clyde We won't allow building on prime agricultural land. However, we do allow building on 15-acre parcels.
Allow parcel splits small than 40 acres, allow second home for retirement on parcel, allow duplexes, allow
homes for hired help.

The plan commission does not believe that their charge includes providing “for farmers’ retirement needs”.
However, the commission believes that by developing a reasonable land-use plan, they can help raise
residents’ awareness of the concerns, invite them into our conversations, and work together to protect their
investments.

1 Decisions should be made on the Town level rather than the County.

1  Possibility of the requirement of 15 or more year’s ownership before one could sell parcels off.

1  Farmers want to have the right to do whatever they want to do with their land — with some possible

City of Dodgeville

City of Mineral Point

Town of Dodgeville

Town of Eden

Town of Highland

restrictions.
1 Purchase of development right s of farmland
Town of Linden 1  Form investment pools, for example, a small percent of the sale of milk, crops, or cattle could be put
into an investment fund.
Town of Mifflin Loaded question — it is the whole purpose of planning

1  Sensitive rural housing growth

1  Provide a “transition zone” from the City of Mineral Point to “country living”. The transition zone would

allow houses on 1-2 acre sties but country living parcels would be to be large (perhaps at least 40

acres).

Work with the City of Mineral Point for a “compact growth” pattern. Concentrate housing near

services.

Create policies that acknowledge respect for personal property rights.

Create a “good neighbor” policy.

We support a farmer’s right to control the use of his land

Due to topography, building is encouraged on non-productive farm land

Currently feel there is not a good future in agriculture in our township

Support housing because the tax base is being shifted off farm land

A farmer’s land is valuable not only for what it produces, but also the inherent value of the land. The

Plan Commission offered minimizing land use restrictions as an easy way to help farmers get funds for

Town of Pulaski retirement. However, that is an over-simplification of a very complex issue. Those planning to sell
land would be advised to consult with real estate and legal professionals in order to devise a selling
plan that delivers the highest return while benefiting neighboring landowners.

1 We do not know at this time.

1 We need further explanation and discussion of the issues.

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

Town of Mineral Point

Town of Moscow
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Town of Waldwick
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Table E.9 (cont): Farmers Retirement Needs vs. Community Goals and Vision
Al n many casés, atliarfmarms A401Ko for re

Jurisdiction jurisdiction provide for farmerdés retir

housing devel opment and protecting comm

1  Sound land use planning has contributed to high real estate values for farms and strong demand for
complete farms if owners want to sell out

1  Land use Plan with 15-acre minimum lot size allows for some selling of not productive land to provide
retirement income to farmer and accommodate some rural housing demand while protecting
community goals

Town of Wyoming

Village of Arena Not applicable
Village of Avoca Not applicable
Village of This is one of the most difficult situations facing our community; again we are using the area, not just the

Village. Development does need to be planned, taking into consideration siting in relation to the most
productive land and “views”, both for the adjoining properties and the general vista.

1 Land sold for subdivisions gives that farmer income for retirement

1 Inthe community there is a substantial amount of land in set aside. Therefore land availabilit6y is not

Blanchardville

Village of Highland

an issue
1 There are about six farmers that own Ag land in the Village
Village of Hollandale Not answered
Village of Linden None
Village of Ridgeway Develop it to cash-in the “401k”

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet
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FARMING AND COMMUNITY VISION

The Agricultural worksheet asked lowa County jurisdictions i Ho w i mp oaairttaming curierg farm

operationst o achi eving your,andd fhomwni mp o vt an bagriewturenmageneral@i ni n ¢
achi eve vy o TablesEEilGandEl2 summarize the responses.

Table E.10: Maintaining Current Farm Operations and Community Vision
Very

Essential Important Important Not Important
1  Town of Arena 1  Town of 1  City of Dodgeville 1 Village of 1  Town of Pulaski
Clyde Hollandale “At the present time, the Town of
1  Town of 1  City of Mineral Point Pulaski is perceived as an
Dodgeville 1 Village of 1 Village of agriculture-based township, but
Arena 1 Town of Mineral Ridgeway that perception is changing.
1  Town of Eden Point Looking to the future, the issue
facing landowners is the
Town of Highland 1  Town of Moscow preservation of agricultural
opportunities for those who wish
1  Town of Linden 1 Village of to pursue that way of life, while
Blanchardville managing the transition to
1 Town of Mifflin recreational uses other land for
1 Village of Linden current and future owner’s who
1 Town of Ridgeway see that as the way of the future.
Key points to keep in mind when
1 Town of Waldwick considering this statement:
1 Preserve the area’s natural
1 Town of Wyoming beauty and serenity
1  Natural resources must be
; preserved
1 \H/Iig?,?aenzf 1  Sensible, realistic guidelines
for development must be
established”)

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

Table E.11: Maintaining Agriculture in General and Community Vision
Very Not

Essential Important Important Important

1  Town of Arena 1  City of Dodgeville | §  City of Mineral Point 1 Village of 1  Town of Eden: Because we
Ridgeway are a small jurisdiction, we cannot

T  Town of 1  Town of Clyde 1  Town of Linden sustain our agricultural economy
Dodgeville without the cooperation of people
1  TownofHighland | 1  Town of Mineral Point in other jurisdictions. Itis
1  Town of essential that we work with others
Highland 1  Village of Arena 1  Town of Moscow for the good of all.
1  Town of Pulaski: At the
1 Town of Mifflin 1 Village of 1 Village of Avoca present time, the Town of Pulaski
Blanchardville is perceived as an agriculture-
T  Town of 1 Village of Linden based t_own_ship, but_ that .
Ridgeway perception is changing. Looking
to the future, the issue facing
1  Town of landowners is the preservation of
Waldwick agricultural opportunities for those

who wish to pursue that way of
life, while managing the transition

T Town of |
to recreational uses other land for

Wyoming
current and future owner’s who
1 Village of see that as the way of the future.
Highland Key points to keep in mind when

considering this statement:
1 Village of 1  Preserve the areg’s natural
beauty and serenity

1 Natural resources must be
preserved

1  Sensible, realistic guidelines
for development must be
established.

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Agricultural Resources Element Worksheet

Hollandale
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FARMING DATA

As indicated in Figure E.1, between 1987 and 2002 there was an overall increase of 335 farms in the County.
(The US Agricultural Census defines a farm as any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products
were produced and sold, or normally would have produced and sold during the census year.)

Figure E1
FARMS IN IOWA COUNTY, WI
(Source: US Agricultural Census 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002)

# of Farms

1987

1992 1997

Years

2002

Figure E.2 relates to the number of farms in lowa County, as it shows the total number of acres in farms.

There has been an overall decline in the total number of acres farmed. A contributing factor is the amount of
farmland being converted to residential, recreational, or conservation land and to the fact that there are fewer
“mid-size” farms and more small “hobby” (or “low revenue”) farms than before.

395,000

Figure E.2
LAND IN FARMS - IOWA COUNTY, WI
(Source: US Agricultural Census 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002)
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Figure E.3 shows the number of farmland sales and conversion in lowa County as of 1999. All towns show
changes in sales and conversion.

Figure E.3 Farmland Sales & Conversion
(Source: 1999 WI Town Land Use Databook)
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Figure E. 4 shows the average value of sale per acre of land as of 1999. Most towns at that time were
roughly $950 per acre.

Figure E.4 Average Value of Sale ($/Acre)
(Source: 1999 WI Land Use Databook)
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Figure E.5 shows a comparison of farms to dairy farms per square mile in 1997. Non-dairy farms were
greater in number than dairy farms in all the towns of lowa County.

Figure E.5 Farms vs. Dairy Farms (per Sq. Mi. 1997)
(Source: 1999 WI Land Use Databook)
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FARMLAND POTENTIAL
In lowa County, 72 percent of the soils are classified as prime, state, and local importance. Map E.1 indicates
areas of farmland potential. The map includes four classifications:

Prime Farmland - Most Capability Group | and Il Soils
(25 percent of soils in lowa County)

State Importance - Most Capability Group Il Soils
(20 percent of soils in lowa County)

Local Importance - Varies but in Southwestern Wisconsin some Capability Group IV and VI soils in
lowa County include land with better moisture holding capacity — valuable locally for pasture and hay
production.

(27 percent of soils in lowa County)
Other - Soil groups of importance not noted in the above categories.

LAND COVER

Map E.2 is the lowa County land cover map, which shows the prominence of agricultural resources in the
landscape. This map shows the arrangement of differing landscape types, including forested lands, open
water, and rivers and streams.
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WATER RESOURCES

Water is one of the most commonly used natural resources, serving an intrinsic function in the community.
Not only is water indispensable, it is also easily contaminated. Because of its mobile nature, water moves
contaminants far from their source through the ever traveling water cycle. This type of pervasive pollution is
commonly known as non-point source pollution (NPSP). NPSP comes from many diffuse sources resulting
from a wide variety of human activities, and has a direct impact on water resources. Table E.12 lists the
measures lowa County jurisdictions take to protect their water resources from NPSP.

Table E.12: Non-Point Source Pollution Protection Strategies

Jurisdiction

City of Dodgeville

fi N o-point source pollution (e.g. agricultural run-off, constructions sites,
parking lot and road run-off) is a major threat to ground and surface water.
source pol |l

What is your jurisdiction doing to reducenon-poi n't
Storm water ordinance

Erosion control

Street sweeping

City of Mineral Point

Updating its sanitary system
Cleaning up mine tailing piles that still remain from the city’s mining heyday
Existing ordinances designed to reduce pollution

EEEIEEE]

Town of Arena

Town plan limits animal density, commercial development.

Town of Clyde

The County regulates this.

Town of Dodgeville

Silt fences

Building codes

Slope restriction

No curb and gutter in subdivisions

Ditch management

Encourage conservation practices with NRCS (waterways, diversion, contour) state regulations
pesticide and manure management

E R E ]

Town of Eden

Eden Township does nothing to reduce non-point source pollution.

Town of Highland

On construction road projects, the Town uses anti-erosion mesh

Town of Linden

There are no Town programs to reduce non-point source pollution.

Town of Mifflin

Nothing

Town of Mineral Paint

Monitors construction sites for lack of erosion barriers. Alerts the Wis. DNR to violators.

Town of Moscow

1  As atownship jurisdiction we are not currently doing anything.

1  Private land owners participate in some agricultural run-off controls

1  For example: feedlots are updated for manure run-off by cementing the lots. They also have catch
basins for the manure. When road construction is done, it must meet DNR specifications

Town of Pulaski

Private landowners — observe existing regulations

Town of Ridgeway

Recommend catch basins, Ag contour strips and small dams all construction according to State
Regulations.

Town of Waldwick

Individual landowner efforts, participation in CREP program and the well abandonment program.

Town of Wyoming

Via provisions in the Land Use Plan and Building and Land Division ordinances. County and State
authorities enforce regulations for which they are responsible. Town road and bridge projects engineered
to comply with run-off regulations.

Village of Arena

Building inspection for construction

Village of Avoca

1  No run-off goes into sewer system
1 Nothing is being done to reduce non-point source pollution at this time

Village of
Blanchardville

Considering wellhead protection to identify any issues and plan accordingly

Village of Highland

1  Silt fencing on large construction projects
9 Prohibits private septic
1 Utilizes curb and gutter and storm sewers

Village of Hollandale

Not answered

Village of Linden

None

Village of Ridgeway

Nothing

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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SURFACE WATER

lowa County has a wealth of water resources that are of high value and are profoundly impacted by land use.
The most fragile are the headwater streams which have important aquatic communities and are most noted
for their smallmouth bass and trout populations. Many of these streams are Class | trout fisheries and are
characterized by spring-fed tributaries that provide excellent conditions for natural reproduction and carry
over. The high number of spring-fed streams is a unique quality of the Driftless Area and in general this
unglaciated region should be recognized as a special resource.

Because of improved farm practices and enrollment in programs such as CREP and CRP, water quality
conditions in lowa County have seen an overall improvement in the last 50 years. In some cases, native
Brook Trout populations are returning. In addition, groups such as the Harry and Laura Nohr Chapter of Trout
Unlimited and governmental agencies have worked together on habitat projects to improve these streams.

South of the Military Ridge, the “coolwater streams” historically harbored excellent smallmouth bass
populations. In many cases they have been severely impacted by nutrient laden runoff. Local units of
government will need to consider impacts to these stream resources when they are engaged in planning
activities and the impacts of land use changes need to be carefully considered and managed if these highly
valued stream resources are to be safeguarded in the future.

In addition to fishing, the watercourses and water bodies of lowa County also provide recreational
opportunities such as swimming, boating, and passive recreational opportunities such as bird watching.

There are no natural lakes in lowa County but there are several reservoirs, including the Twin Valley Lake
and Cox Hollow Lake in Governor Dodge State Park, Blackhawk Lake, and Linden Lake. The reservoirs, the
major rivers (such as the Wisconsin and Pecatonica Rivers) and many of the area’s smaller streams are
accessible to County residents.

lowa County is the Wisconsin and Mississippi River watersheds. See Map E.3 for County surface water
resources and Map E.4 for its watersheds.

FLOODPLAINS

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has designhated flood hazard areas along many
surface water resources. The importance of respecting floodways and floodplains is critical in terms of
planning and development. Ignoring these constraints can cause serious problems relating to property
damage and the overall safety of residents. With lowa County entirely in the Driftless Area, flood plains are
largely the result of a well-developed dendritic (“tree branch”) drainage pattern draining the fairly rugged
topography. This, together with low infiltration rates for most of its soils, combines to make for a high overall
flood risk in lowa County. Table E.13 presents information regarding flooding risk and the flood prevention
strategies in lowa County jurisdictions. See Map E.5 for the County FEMA map for further information.

Table E.13: Flooding Risk and Flood Prevention Strategies
your jurisdiction at ri sk f
prevent or | imit flooding

om per.i

r
?0

City of Dodgeville Yes — Storm water detention pond, erosion control ordinance, subdivision ordinance.
Yes
City of Mineral Point 1  Keep the storm sewers and culverts cleaned out
1 Require retention ponds in subdivisions
Town of Arena Yes — Road closed signs.
Town of Clyde Yes — We do not have a program to limit flooding.
Yes
1 Dry dams, municipal Otter Creek and Evans Quarry
1  Many area farmers utilize dry dams and were part of a federal program to construct them
. 1  Retention ponds to capture storm water runoff from Subdivisions and building sites
Town of Dodgeville . .
1  Grassy water way and Seeding banks after road construction
1 Proper ditch management and county has restriction for constriction on slopes
1  Many area farmers participate in the County Land Conservations Cattle stream bank crossings
program to improve stream management
Town of Eden Eden Township does not seem to be at risk from periodic flooding thus; we do nothing to prevent flooding.
Town of Highland Yes — all the strgam valleys
Al No prevention on Town level

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.13 (cont.): Flooding Risk and Flood Prevention Strategies

Ails your jurisdiction at risk from peri
Jurisdiction . . X N
do to revent or Il i mi t fl oodi ng?o

Small parts of the Town, along creeks, are at risk from periodic flooding. To help prevent this problem, the

Town of Linden Town is replacing old culverts with ones of a larger size to accommodate volumes of water experience in a
10-year flood

Town of Mifflin Yes — Nothing

Town of Mineral Point Yes — MPT has built retaining ponds and builds roadways that conform to land contours.
Yes

Town of Moscow 1 We do not allow building in floodplains
1 Some private landowners put in drainage ditches and have the land in CRP programs
Yes

Town of Pulaski 1  Historically private landowners have utilized federal and state programs to construct run-off ponds
1  Tree planting
Yes

1  Roadway ditches are maintained and ditched

1 Culverts are used when necessary

1 No building in flood plain

Town of Waldwick Yes — Nothing, we accept it as part of nature

Yes

1  Limit impact of flooding by not allowing improvements in flood plains using County regulations
1  Reduce flooding potential with provisions in the Land Use Plan and Building and Land Division

Town of Ridgeway

Town of Wyoming

ordinances
Village of Arena No
Village of Avoca Yes — Murrey Creek landowners and the railroad company cleared trees and debris and widened creek.
Yes
Village of 1 Leveein place above the dam, west of downtown area
Blanchardville 1  Flood plain ordinance in place and implemented
1 Encourage clearing of river downstream
Village of Highland No — The Village is not at risk from periodic flooding
Yes
Village of Hollandale 1  Making sure there is no bare ground
1 Seeding to hold soil and prevent erosion
Village of Linden Yes — None
Village of Ridgeway Yes — Respond to crisis as needed

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

WETLANDS

Wetlands serve a variety of functions, including playing a role in stormwater management and flood control,
filtering pollutants, recharging groundwater, providing a habitat for many wildlife species and plants, and
offering open space and passive recreational opportunities. The steep topography of southwest Wisconsin
results in most natural wetlands being closely linked to the region’s rivers and streams and includes all
marshes and swamps and areas excluded from cultivation or other use because they are intermittently wet.

The Wisconsin Wetland Inventory (WWI) was completed for the state in 1985. Pre-European settlement
wetland figures estimate the state had about 10 million acres of wetlands. Based on aerial photography from
1978-79, the WWI shows approximately 5.3 million acres of wetlands remaining in the state representing a
loss of about 47% of original wetland acreage. This figure does not include wetlands less than 2 or 5 acres in
size (minimum mapping unit varies by county). In this survey, it was found that lowa County, out of a total of
488,157 acres, had 16, 500 total acres of wetland (minimum mapping unit of 5 acres). This was 3.4% of the
total county acreage, 0.3% of the total state acreage.

The Legislature authorized the DNR to update the WWI on a 10-year cycle. Budget constraints and lack of
staff have slowed this process to a 24-year cycle at best. Digitizing wetland maps to obtain accurate wetland
acreage information is on a rotation almost twice that long. As a result there is no reliable qualitative and
guantitative data about current rates of wetland loss, only 1978-79 wetland acre totals to go by. (Wisconsin
Wetlands: Acreage Facts, http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/wetlands/facts.shtml.)

GROUNDWATER

Groundwater is a critical resource to lowa County, not only because all surface waters in the County depend
on groundwater for recharge, but also because whether from municipal or private well, groundwater supplies
all lowa County residents with drinking water.
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Groundwater can easily become contaminated through non-point source pollution. The Driftless Area is
characterized by thin soils over fractured limestone, sandstone, or shale bedrock and it is in this type of
underlying geology where the potential for groundwater contamination is greatest. lowa County is entirely in

the Driftless Area.

It is important to keep groundwater resources in mind for many areas of comprehensive planning. Ultimately,
what takes place above ground directly impacts this resource below the surface. Map E.6 indicates the depth
to water table in the planning area. There are numerous activities that directly impact the quality of water
resources. Potential pollution sources that can affect the groundwater supply include but are not limited to:

Feedlots
Junkyards

=4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 _-a_-9_-9

Table E.14 lists lowa County town’s interest in creating a wellhead protection plan.

On-site septic systems
Sewage Treatment Plants
Sanitary Landfills
Underground Storage Tanks

Abandoned Wells
Abandoned Quarries
Surface Waste Water Discharge

E R |

Pesticide and Fertilizer Applications

Road Salt

Unsewered Subdivisions

Gas Stations
Chemical Spills
Leaking Sewer Lines

Household Cleaners & Detergents
Old Mine Openings and Shafts

Table E.14: Wells, Potential Groundwater Contaminants, Wellhead Protection Plans: Towns

Jurisdiction

Jurisdictions Without Municipal Wells

Potential
Contaminants

Interested in a Wellhead Protection Plan?

Yes No

Not Not
Sure Applicable

Town of Arena No municipal well.
Town of Clyde No municipal well. X
Town of Dodgeville Our municipal well is owned and located X
in the City of Dodgeville
Town of Eden No municipal well. X
Town of Highland No municipal well. X
Town of Linden No municipal well. X
Town of Mifflin No municipal well. X
Town of Mineral Point No municipal well. X
Town of Moscow No municipal well. X
Town of Pulaski No municipal well. X
Town of Ridgeway No municipal well. X
Town of Waldwick No municipal well. X
Town of Wyoming No municipal well. X

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.15 lists communities in lowa County with municipal wells and whether that community has a wellhead
protection plan or is interested in creating one.

Table E.15: Wells, Potential Groundwater Contaminants, Wellhead Protection Plans: Cities/Villages

Jurisdictions With Municipal Wells
Have a Interested in a Wellhead
Potential Wellhead Protection Plan?
Jurisdiction Contaminants? Protection Yes No Not Sure

City of Dodgeville Yes, chemicals, old equipment
City of Mineral Point No X
Village of Arena Yes, two gas stations, and a

cemetery X
Village of Avoca Not answered Yes
Village of Blanchardville | Not sure. X

Yes, painting or oil change
Village of Highland contaminants in residential garages,

fertilizer, or Ag contaminants from Yes

farmers.
Village of Hollandale Not sure. X
Village of Linden Pesticides from farmland. X

(Due to cost)

Village of Ridgeway Not sure. X

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

Table E.16 lists the policy, strategies, and actions lowa County jurisdictions take to protect water resources.

Table E.16: Water Resource Protection Strategies

L “Does your jurisdict“Does your jurisdict
Jurisdiction . ) :
its water resources?drinking water suppl
Yes Yes
1  Storm water management 1  Well head protection ordinance
City of Dodgeville 1  Wetland/state stats 1  Contract waste handling
1  Wells tested 1  Recycling
1  Clean sweep program
Yes Yes — Treatment/Testing (not enough)

1  Manages itself as an existing floodplain district.
City of Mineral Point | §  Daily testing and treatment of its water.

1  Plan Commission notes that it is not doing
enough to protect its water resources.

Town of Arena Yes — Driveway ordinances No
Town of Clyde Nc_) — We do no funding to implement a program for No — We do not have a municipal well
this effort.
Yes Yes
1  Well testing program. 1  Requires 2 septic sites for any residential lot
1  Erosion control required for construction 1  Explore developing septic technology
projects (silt fencing, restoration of ditches, 1  Test private wells water quality
landscaping). 1  Clean up days sponsored by town keeps
1  Slope restriction of driveways. material off the land (tires, waster oil,
Town of Dodgeville 9  Grass ditches rather than curb and gutter. appliances)
1  Feedlot rules are State regulated. 1  Recycles and disposes of materials properly
1  Grassy banks on headwaters of streams are far | §  County has a manure storage ordinance
more effective than trees in filtering sediments 1  Town properly removed and closed its fuel
and stabilizing stream banks. There are underground storage tanks
instances where federal or state program rules 1  State regulates onsite fuel storage
function contrary to effective management. f  Well abandonment — County has a cost share
program
No — Eden Township does nothing to protect its No — Eden Township does not protect its water
Town of Eden water resources. We do participate in the lowa supply
County water-testing program
Town of Highland No Yes - Encourage yearly water testing

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.16 (cont.

Jurisdiction

Water Resource Protection Strategies

Does jurisdict

your

Town of Linden

“Does your jurisdict
its water resources?
Yes
1  Enforcing slope requirements for new

driveways.

1 Hiring an engineer to design the road
construction controls mandated by the DNR.

1 The Town sponsored a water-testing program
two years ago.

drinking water suppl
No — There are no town regulations to protect the
drinking water

Town of Mifflin

Yes — Water quality testing for Town residence (not
on going)

No — Test well water

Town of Mineral
Point

Yes

1  The Town of Mineral Point determines location
and positioning of driveways and culverts.

1 Works through the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Farm Service
Agency.

Yes — Control herbicides and manure

Town of Pulaski

T Private landowners practices are not
discouraged.
9  The Town operates a recycling center.

Yes — Private land owners participate in land and No
Town of Moscow . .

water conservation practices.

Yes Yes

1 Encourage testing — offered town citizens a
reduced price for water quality testing
1 The state regulates herbicide and fertilizer uses

Town of Ridgeway

1  The Town regulates all new driveways to
maintain a maximum grade of 10 percent.

1  Road right-of-ways are ditched and water runoff
controlled with culverts and vegetated buffers.

Yes — Town of Ridgeway Land Use Plan controls
large feedlots

Town of Waldwick

1 Individual landowners participating in CREP —
conservation easements.

1  Road construction controls.

1 Water resource education (lowa offered well
water testing 2 or 3 years ago).

1  Feedlot run-off controls — voluntary program
with government cost share.

Yes

1  Township offered well water testing to residents
2 or 3 years ago

1  There are state regulations/restrictions on
Atrazine use

1  More could be done to protect all residents

Town of Wyoming

1  Via provisions in Land Use Plan and Building
and Land Division ordinances.

Town road and bridge projects engineered to
protect water resources.

1  Town enforces erosion control measures when
material flows in to road right-of-ways for private

Yes

1  Promotes well testing with County Extension
program, last done in 2000. Via administration
of Land Use Plan and Building and Land
Division ordinances

Blanchardville

Sportsman'’s Club for river cleanup.
1  Follows DNR and PSC regulations for water
system.

property.
Village of Arena No Yes — Well head protection ordinance
. Yes Yes — Sealed off and eliminated private wells abide
Village of Avoca .
by state regulations

Yes Yes — Drinking water is supplied by deep wells,

1  Tries to educate residents about storm water. Village has u_pgfade;d storage and will be continuing
Village of 1 Financial contribution to Rod and Gun Club and | to upgrade distribution system

Village of Highland

Yes

1  The Big Springs, the Blue River Springs, and
Blackhawk Lake are in the Highland vicinity.
The Village has filled all abandoned wells that
we are aware of, with bentonite chips.

1 In 1997 the Village constructed a new
wastewater treatment plant to improve ground
water quality.

Yes — The Village of Highland has a cross-
connection ordinance and a storm sewer system to
protect its drinking water

Village of Ridgeway

1 Conservation easements
1  Road construction controls

Village of Hollandale | No Not answered.
Village of Linden Yes — Erosion control per ordinances. Yes — Monthly and annual testing per DNR
Yes Yes

1 Thorough chlorination
T  >20' to water table
1 Full-time monitoring

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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GROUNDWATER QUANTITY
Water supply is impacted as communities grow, bringing increased demand to supply water to new homes,
businesses, and industries. Increased well pumping can reduce the amount of recharge to surface waters,
causing streamflow reduction, loss of springs, and changes in wetland vegetative communities. The
Groundwater Bill (2003 Act 310) addresses groundwater quantity issues, requiring approval for siting, fees,
and an environmental review. While this legislation is currently more relevant in areas of the state
experiencing severe water quantity issues (e.g. the Central Sands region), the principle of controlling
groundwater withdrawal in all parts of the state is quite important. By 2006, a groundwater advisory
committee will be put together to address groundwater management in

i ¢ 0Ot her

ar e a $n whbidh the viitedrawdl af greundwater over the long term
adversely affects the availability of water for use or adversely affects water quality due to the
effects of drawdown of the groundwater and in which there is a need for a coordinated
response among the state, local government units, regional planning commissions, and
public and private users of groundwater to address the effects on groundwater availability or
guality. o

(2003

Wi sconsin Act 310, published

Table E.17 below lists whether lowa County jurisdictions perceive a water supply demand issue, and if so,
how they are addressing it.

Table E.17: Groundwater Demand

Jurisdiction  Yes No Responses to Water Demand?

City of Dodgeville X Water conservation program, maximizing infiltration and groundwater recharge,
and controlling stormwater run-off.

City of Mineral Point X Unfortunately, City has no long range plan in place.

Town of Arena X

Town of Clyde X

Town of Dodgeville X 3 sanitary districts, a boundary agreement with the City of Dodgeville for a sub-
division for city services, and encouraging dry wells for fire protection services.

Town of Eden X Want more information on how to deal with the possibility.

Town of Highland X

Town of Linden X

Town of Mifflin X

Town of Mineral Point Not applicable at this time.

Town of Moscow X

Town of Pulaski X Demand is not an issue at this time.

Town of Ridgeway X Encourage the use of dry dams to retain rainwater for infiltration.

Town of Waldwick X Buffer grass strips, conservation tillage, complying with wetland protection laws.

Town of Wyoming X

Village of Arena X

Village of Avoca X Nothing at this time.

Village of Blanchardville X Actively working on minimizing lost and unaccounted water (in Village system).

Village of Highland X

Village of Hollandale X

Village of Linden X Water conservation, installation of storm sewers.

Village of Ridgeway X
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WILDLIFE

Wildlife enriches our lives by providing opportunities for observing or photographing animals in their native
habitat, provoking human curiosity about the natural world and providing a stimulus to be involved and
conscious of nature and the environment.

IMPORTANCE OF BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity is the full spectrum of life forms and the many ecological processes that support them. Protecting
the biodiversity is essential to core values such as maintaining clean air and water, providing adequate habitat
for the state’s flora and fauna, maintaining a vibrant economy and providing recreational opportunities.
Protecting Biodiversity depends on the sustainability of diverse ecosystems, such as the mosaic of forests,
agricultural lands, grasslands, bluffs, coastal zones and aquatic communities present in Wisconsin. It also
depends upon the conservation of each ecosystem’s basic components — the natural communities, plants and
animals within them. Ecosystems contain a variety of species that are unique in some way and provide value
to the diversity of the individual ecosystem and the state overall. It is important to view biodiversity at all
levels to ensure the adequate conservation of Wisconsin’s environment.

At the broadest scale, the State of Wisconsin is divided into distinct “ecological landscapes” based on unique
combinations of physical and biological characteristics that make up the ecosystems, such as climate,
geology, soils, water, or vegetation. They differ in levels of biological productivity, habitat suitability for wildlife,
presence of rare species and natural communities, and in many other ways that affect land use and
management.

lowa County is divided roughly in half by the Military Ridge into two ecological landscapes—hboth in the
unglaciated portion of Wisconsin. The Military Ridge is a well-known divide between the north-flowing
tributaries to the Wisconsin River, and the south-flowing tributaries to the Rock and Mississippi Rivers. The
Western Coulee and Ridges Ecological Landscape includes all county lands north of Military Ridge including
the Wisconsin River Valley. Here, streams have cut deeply through the less resistant Cambrian sandstone
resulting in a landscape of steep-sided valleys and rugged, more heavily forested slopes. The Southwest
Savanna Ecological Landscape includes the more open, gently sloping lands south of Military Ridge,
underlain by more resistant limestone. This southern half of the county was mostly prairie and savanna
before white settlement and through time has retained many prairie remnants and large areas of grassland to
a degree not found elsewhere in Wisconsin.

Go to http://dnr.wi.gov/landscapes/ for detailed descriptions and management opportunities for each
ecological landscape.

NATURAL COMMUNITIES

Ecological landscapes are comprised of natural communities — the assemblages of plants and animals at
specific locations. Because of the biotic and abiotic differences between ecological landscapes, the natural
communities within each are typically different as well. The Western Coulee and Ridges was originally
composed of a mix of southern hardwood forests, oak savanna, scattered prairies, and floodplain forests and
marshes along the Wisconsin River. Today, the flatter ridge tops and valley bottoms are largely in agricultural
production, and the steep hillsides and broader river bottoms are forested. The Southwest Savanna
landscape was composed of tall grass prairie, oak savanna and some wooded slopes of oak forest. Today,
the area is primarily in agricultural production with scattered woodlands, savannas, and remnant prairies. A
number of high-quality streams, including many coldwater trout streams, are found in lowa County. Go to
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/communities/descriptions.htm for descriptions of natural community

types.

Participating lowa County jurisdictions were asked if they did anything to protect scenic hills and ridge tops,
protected oak savannas or prairies, or protected wildlife and wildlife habitat in general, in their communities.
Their responses, gathered from the Natural Resources worksheets the plan commissions answered, are
presented in Tables E.18, E.19, E.20, and E.21 below. Appendix E.1 lists the natural community types that
are rare, threatened, or endangered in lowa County. Refer also to Maps E.7a and E.7b for more information.
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Table E.18: Natural Community Protection

Jurisdiction

Town of Arena

City of Dodgeville No
City of Mineral Point Yes — Existing Conservancy Zoning District
Yes

T Lower WI river way protects some areas
1 Private individuals

Town of Clyde

No — We have no funding for this type of program.

Town of Dodgeville

No — The Town is engaged in research on this issue and will report at a later date.

Town of Eden

9 Our jurisdiction does not do anything to protect our scenic hills and ridge tops

1  County zoning, classifying soil types, does protect them somewhat

1 Federal programs like CRP and CREP are hopeful

1  We do have ridge tops and scenic hills that need protecting, but we hope that our town plan can help
protect them.

Town of Highland

No

Town of Linden

1 Grassy ridge tops should be protected for erosion prevention as well as bird habitat.
1  The majority of farmers in the town of Linden participate in conservation programs administered
through the county and funded by the federal government. The town doesn’t have any of its own

Town of Moscow

programs.
Town of Mifflin No
Town of Mineral Point No

Yes

1 Current zoning prohibits building in these soil types
T Private land owners are enrolling in CRP programs
1 Private land owners are also participating in prairie restorations

Town of Pulaski

No — Generally private landowners observe and practice good conservation methods. The town doesn’t
discourage these types of practices, but are not a funding resource.

Town of Ridgeway

Yes — The Town of Ridgeway Land Use Plan states the policy that all plans for development in or adjacent
to important natural features will be carefully reviewed by the Land Use Commission and Town Board to
ensure that existing natural features are preserved wherever possible. The preservation and maintenance
of areas needed to support wildlife shall be encouraged.

Town of Waldwick

Yes — Individual residents participate in various programs: CRP, CREP, Pheasants Forever, Prairie
Restoration etc.

Town of Wyoming

Yes — With provisions in Building Siting Ordinance, adopted in 2000 and amended in 2003.

Village of Arena

No

Village of Avoca No
Village of No
Blanchardville

Village of Highland No
Village of Hollandale No
Village of Linden No

Village of Ridgeway

Yes — Some Land Zones Conservancy

Table E.19: Prairie and Oak Savanna Restoration/Protection

Jurisdiction

AfDoes your jurisdiction support progr am

dedicated to protecting/restoring prairies and oak savannas? Is your

jurisdiction interested in learning more about supporting prairie and oak

City of Dodgeville

savannarestorationeffor t s and groups?o0
Yes

1  Sponsor prairie enthusiasts and areas in ponds

T Interested in learning more

City of Mineral Point

Yes
f  Tree ordinance committee
1 Mineral Point school district savanna restoration project.

Town of Arena

No — Interested in protecting them

Town of Clyde

No — We do not have staff or funding to make use of restoration efforts.

Town of Dodgeville

No — The jurisdiction is interested in learning and protecting these groups.

Town of Eden

No — Eden Township does not encourage or discourage its residents from supporting tall-grass prairie/oak
savanna habitat. Some of our residents are very active in preserving oak savanna remnants, but as a
township, we are not interested in learning more about supporting prairie and savanna restoration efforts
and groups

Town of Highland

No

Town of Linden

There is a group of prairie enthusiasts who have replanted a large area of prairie at the County Farm. The
Town has no program of its own.

Town of Mifflin

No — Interested in learning more

Town of Mineral Point

No — The commission believes that prairie and oak savanna habitat projects are personal decisions of the
individual landowner.
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Table E.19 (cont.):

Jurisdiction

Prairie and Oak Savanna Restoration/Protection

iDoes y o uationjsuppartspobgrams, policies, or conservation groups

dedicated to protecting/restoring prairies and oak savannas? Is your

jurisdiction interested in learning more about supporting prairie and oak

savanna restoration efforts and groups?

Town of Moscow

No
1  Not interested as a township
1 ltis up to individual landowners

Town of Waldwick

Town of Pulaski No
Town of Ridgeway No —Interested in learning more
Yes

1 Individual landowners make some efforts under the CRP and CREP
1 There is no Town-wide plan

Town of Wyoming

Yes
1 Town encourages protection and restoration via administration of Land Use Plan and Building and
Land Division ordinances

1  One result of this is land stewards acquire property in the town, some of which are member of The
Prairie Enthusiasts

1 DNR has some land in the Lower WI State River way
1  Yes interested in learning more

Village of Arena

Yes
1  School restoring prairie
1 Interested in learning more

Village of Avoca

Yes — Interested in learning more.

Village of
Blanchardville

No — we are not against this, just no exposure
T Interested in learning more.

Village of Highland

Yes

1  The Village of Highland supports programs protecting prairies

1 Inthe 1960s, the Village of Highland joined with the Village of Cobb informing the Blackhawk Lake

1  The Village continues to appoint people to this Commission that regulates natural habitat and forestry
at the lake property.

Village of Hollandale

No — Not interested in learning more

Village of Linden

No — Not interested in learning more.

Village of Ridgeway

No — Not interested in learning more.

Jurisdictions that expressed interest in learning more about protection of natural communities in general, and
prairies and oak savannas in particular, were supplied with information.

Table E.20: Wildlife Habitat Protection

Jurisdiction

'ADoes

City of Dodgeville

your
Yes — No explanation

jurisdiction

protect wil

City of Mineral Point

Yes
1  Existing city ordinances
1 Development that encourages green space.

Town of Arena

Yes

1  Town plan limits density
T Lower WI River way

1  Private individuals

Town of Clyde

Yes

1 There are residents who work with Trout Unlimited and Prairie Enthusiasts. Others have enrolled in
the CRP program.

1 As ajurisdiction we have no funding for these activities.

Town of Dodgeville

Yes — The Town is engaged in research on this issue and will report on this issue at a later date.

Town of Eden

Yes

Jurisdiction does help protect wildlife habitat in Blackhawk Lake Recreation Area.

The question raided some concerns about too much wildlife — specifically deer

There was some concern about the protection balance (wildlife vs. farmer) when many traditional
family farms are not doing well

If a farm is defined as making $1,000/yr and there were more farms in 1998 than in 1988 how many
were making a real living at farming? It was suggested that if the DNR really wanted to lower the deer
population, they would not change for permits

= = =a =

Town of Highland

No

Town of Linden

Wildlife habitat is protected in our town through CRP and CREEP (to preserve stream banks), which many
landowners participate in. The town doesn’t sponsor programs of its own.

Town of Mifflin No
Town of Mineral Paint Yes — No roadside mowing during nesting season.
Town of Moscow No
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Table E.20 (cont.

: Wildlife Habitat Protection

Jurisdiction

Town of Pulaski

ADoes your jurisdiction protect wildlif

No — Private landowners protect wildlife habitat utilizing federal and state programs. The town is not a
funding resource.

Town of Ridgeway

Yes — The Town of Ridgeway discourages building in areas that might impact wildlife habitat

Town of Waldwick

Yes

1 Lots of land is in CRP.

1 Individual residents have made some efforts to protect prairie remnants and establish new prairies
(Huebners, Hollet, McWayne, Nelson).

1 There is protected County land on Sylvan Road.

Town of Wyoming

Yes — with Land Use Plan, adopted in 1989, Land Division ordinance adopted in 1992 and Building Siting
Ordinance.

Village of Arena

Yes
1  New fish pond
f  Greenspace

Village of Avoca

Yes — Avoca Rod & Gun Club raises pheasants for release.

Village of
Blanchardville

No

Village of Highland

1 The Village of Highland does not have a wildlife habitat protection program
1  However, we do deliver the discarded Christmas trees to a Town of Highland resident who uses them
for wildlife habitat.

Village of Hollandale

No

Village of Linden

Yes — Use of fire arms not prohibited within Village limits secondary to law.

Village of Ridgeway

Yes — Some Land Zoning Conservancy.

Table E.21: Agriculture and Wildlife Habitat Protection
jurisdiction

City of Dodgeville

support agricul

Yes — Work with land conservation and NRCS on conservation plans for actively farmed land.

City of Mineral Point

Does Not Apply

Town of Arena

Yes — no explanation.

Town of Clyde

Yes — residents do support all of these.

Town of Dodgeville

1 Cost shares are already in place. Through county and other programs, we have noxious weed
ordinance and education, and we refer people to proper conservation forestry, and prairie restoration
resources.

1  Wildlife populations can have negative impacts on agricultural enterprises as well, including native and
ornamental plant species. We will engage in further research on this issues as well as wild life
impacts.

Town of Eden

The people, especially the farmers whose crops are ravaged, of our jurisdiction actively support agriculture
at the same time they preserve wildlife habitat, but the township does nothing.

Town of Highland

No

Town of Linden

1  Every farm that gets federal subsidies has to have a plan for conservation. These plans include
contour planting, crop rotation, no-till etc.
1  The town has no programs of its own.

Town of Mifflin

No

Town of Mineral Paint

Yes — Carried out on a farm-by-farm basis.

Town of Moscow

Yes — While we do not support this monetarily, we support and encourage wild life conservation and
contour stripping.

Town of Pulaski

No — The described practices are generally observed by private landowners.

Town of Ridgeway

Yes — The Town of Ridgeway Land Use Plan and the Land Use Commission were established for the
purpose of actively supporting agriculture and at the same time to preserve wildlife habitat.

Town of Waldwick

Yes — Most farmers do contour/strip cropping; some do no-till cropping; a few leave corn crop standing late;
and to our knowledge, none do rotational grazing.

Town of Wyoming

Yes

1  Because of steep slopes and highly erodible land, much is in CRP

1  Conservation practices are required on the land that is actively farmed in order to be eligible for farm
programs.

1 Much of the woodland is in the Managed Forest Law and or looked after by land stewards.

Village of Arena

Yes — Leave corn standing.

Village of Avoca

Yes — Allow landowners to have wooded areas.

Village of
Blanchardville

Doesn’t apply directly but we do have some riverbank that we protect form erosion and try to control storm
runoff to some degree.

Village of Highland

The Village requires contour strip cropping on land it rents to a local farmer

Village of Hollandale No
Village of Linden No
Village of Ridgeway No
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THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

Plant and animal species are considered one of the fundamental building blocks of ecological landscapes and
biodiversity. The presence of one or more rare species and natural communities in an area can be an
indication of an area's health and ecological importance and should prompt attention to conservation,
management, and restoration needs. Protection of such species is a valuable and vital component of
sustaining biodiversity.

While the conservation of plants, animals, and their habitat should be considered for all species, this is
particularly important for rare or declining species. An endangered species is one whose continued existence
is in jeopardy and may become extinct. A threatened species is one that is likely, within the foreseeable
future, to become endangered. A special concern species is one about which some problem of abundance or
distribution is suspected but not yet proven. The main purpose of the special concern category is to focus
attention on certain species before they become endangered or threatened. Remaining examples of
Wisconsin’s intact native communities are also tracked but not protected by the law. Natural communities
capture much of our native biodiversity and provide benchmarks for future scientific studies.

Both the state and federal governments prepare their own separate lists of such plant and animal species but
do so working in cooperation with one another, as well as with various other organizations and universities.
The WDNR'’s Endangered Resources Program monitors endangered, threatened, and special concern
species and maintains the state’s Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) database. This program maintains data
on the locations and status of rare species in Wisconsin and these data are exempt from the open records
law due to their sensitive nature.

The Wisconsin Endangered Species Law (http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/01Stat0029.pdf) was enacted
to afford protection for certain wild animals and plants that the Legislature recognized as endangered or
threatened and in need of protection as a matter of general state concern. It is illegal to 1) take, transport,
possess, process or sell any wild animal that is included on the Wisconsin Endangered and Threatened
Species List; 2) process or sell any wild plant that is a listed species; 3) cut, root up, sever, injure, destroy,
remove, transport or carry away a listed plant on public lands or lands a person does not own, lease, or have
the permission of the landowner. There are exemptions to the plant protection on public lands for forestry,
agriculture, and utility activities. In some cases, a person can conduct the above activities if permitted under
a WI DNR permit (i.e. “Scientific Take” Permit or an “Incidental Take” Permit).

The Federal Endangered Species Act (http://endangered.fws.gov/esa.html) also protects animals and plants
that are considered endangered or threatened at a national level. The law prohibits the direct killing, taking,
or other activities that may be detrimental to the species, including habitat modification or degradation, for all
federally listed animals and designated critical habitat. Federally listed plants are also protected but only on
federal lands. Implementation of the Endangered Species laws is usually accomplished during the state
permit review process, but is ultimately the responsibility of a project proponent and property owner to ensure
that they are not in violation of the laws.

WI DNR is available to provide information on endangered and threatened species. See the website for the
Endangered Resources (ER) Program at http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/ or contact the Program at
608/266—7012.

According to the NHI database, 151 rare species and natural communities have been recorded in lowa
County. Thorough inventories of the entire County have not been conducted for rare species. Additional rare
species and their habitat may occur in other locations but are not recorded within the NHI database.

lowa County’s cool-water streams support the endangered cricket frog, and a number of rare fish. And
throughout the County, but most especially in the area south of Military Ridge, are found an unusually large
number of rare plants, insects, and birds that require open prairie, grasslands, and savannas. Such species
include the Henslow’s sparrow, Bell’s vireo, upland sandpiper, short-eared owl, the Regal fritillary butterfly,
and the prairie bush clover. With its predominance of low-intensity farming, the amount of unplowed prairie
sod and pasture, its soils and its topography, the southern half of lowa County is considered to be perhaps
the highest quality large prairie landscape remaining in Wisconsin.
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The DNR-NHI maps (Map E.7a and E.7b) have been included at the end of this Section as references. For
additional information, see Appendix E.2 which lists lowa County’s special concern, threatened, and
endangered species of animals, plants, and natural communities, including the many rare fish and
invertebrates found along the Wisconsin River. Rarities from the Wisconsin River’s backwater sloughs and
along its sandy terraces are listed as well. Rare plants found in fragile cliff communities, blocks of forest, and
in the cooler pine and hemlock relicts are also listed.

Threatened and endangered plant species and their habitats are particularly vulnerable to a variety of exotic,
invasive plants, such as Bull Thistle and Wild Parsnip. Remnant natural habitats are further degraded by
invasive species. Table E.22 lists what lowa County jurisdictions are doing to control the spread of noxious
weeds and invasive plant species in their communities.

Table E.22: Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant Controls

Jurisdiction 2 )I(Do Ie Z i 34 0 g rjuri sdi ct-nadiveinvasiye ptamt speaas? Pleake

City of Dodgeville 1 Need ordinance and Weed Commissioner
1 City maintains and controls its weeds
Yes

1  State controlled burns
9 Existing ordinances
1  Weed, non-native, invasive plant control

City of Mineral Point

Town of Arena No
Town of Clyde No
Yes
1  Noxious weed ordinance
Town of Dodgeville 1 Public notice of noxious weed types
1  Notify landowners of noxious weeds on property, provide education and resources
1 Educational materials at Town office
1  Try, butitis alosing battle
Town of Eden 1 According to CRP rules, can’t spray when spraying is most effective.
Town of Highland Yes — Weed control for noxious weeds including burdock, thistles, etc., as indicated by State statute.
. 1  Town has a weed control ordinance but it is not enforced.
Town of Linden . :
1 Town mows roadsides to control thistles, etc.
Town of Mifflin Yes - Ditch clipping
Yes

1  Canadian thistle policy.
1  Enforced weed control of noxious plants.
1 Roadside mowing.

Town of Mineral Point

No
Town of Moscow 1  Town mows along Town roads.
1 Town no longer sprays along roads due to landowner conflicts.
Town of Pulaski Yes - Town engages in moving roadways.
Town of Ridgeway Yes — Public Nuisance Ordinance
Yes
Town of Waldwick 1  Individual landowners make individual efforts.
1  Roadside mowing twice a year.
Yes

1  Production agriculture
T Land stewards
1 Weed Commissioner to enforce noxious weed regulations.

Town of Wyoming

Village of Arena Yes - Noxious Weed Control
Yes
. T Mowing
Village of Avoca 1 Spraying
1  Burning
Village of Yes - Weed control ordinances
Blanchardville
Village of Highland Yes - Noxious weed ordinances
Village of Hollandale Yes - Mowing at the appropriate time to keep weeds down and seeds from spreading.
Yes
Village of Linden 1  Weed ordinance
1 Weed commissioner
Village of Ridgeway No

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

A number of natural resource agencies and organizations have recognized the statewide significance of the
County’s grasslands. Much of the southern portion of the county is within a larger grassland area—one of
only two such areas in the state--designated in 2002 as eligible for special Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) grassland funds. Numerous partner groups have identified a “Military Ridge
Prairie Heritage Area” boundary that includes a portion of lowa County south of Barneveld and Ridgeway, for
conservation priority. Partners include The Nature Conservancy, the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, W1 DNR, the Farm Service Agency, Pheasants Forever, the Prairie
Enthusiasts, the Driftless Area Land Conservancy, and the Blue Mounds Project. Under the coordination of
the Southwest Badger Resource Conservation and Development Council, the goal is to help maintain a
largely agricultural, grassland landscape and protect valuable prairie remnants. The partners providing
landowners with technical assistance and information on government programs and non-profit organizations
that can help them protect grasslands on their properties.

In 2004, the WDNR published a Wisconsin Land Legacy Report, which identifies the places that the public
and DNR staff believe to be most important in meeting the public’s conservation and recreation needs through
the year 2050. This study recognizes the grasslands and streams of southern lowa County as a high
statewide priority. Therefore, the WI DNR, in cooperation with other partners, is proposing an expanded
“Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area,” in which to focus farmland and grassland conservation and assistance
efforts. At the time of this writing, this larger effort is proposed, but not yet approved by the Natural
Resources Board; a feasibility study is in progress, which will include public involvement.

The WI DNR Land Legacy Study also identified the Lower Wisconsin River and the Mill Creek corridor, which
flows from Governor Dodge State Park north to the Wisconsin River at Tower Hill Sate Park as high priorities.
A number of prairies, savannas, wetlands, and woodlands supporting rare species are found along Mill Creek.

Conservation and Protection Goals Include:

1 Protect and manage the prairie, grassland, and oak savanna habitats within the Military Ridge Prairie
Heritage Area

91 Direct new developments toward areas not critical to populations of rare species, using the NHI and other
available information

1 Guide development patterns so that significant farmland/grassland landscapes can be maintained and

managed as necessary

Manage against the spread of invasive species and continue to implement the noxious weed ordinance

Encourage the planting of native prairie and savanna species in new development proposals (consider

change to require this in the existing subdivision ordinance).

1 Protect stream corridors and water quality of the County’s many high-quality warm- and cold-water

streams

Provide available support and assistance to landowners, so that farming remains viable in the long-term

Explore a program for the Purchase of Development Rights

=a =4
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f

Constraints:

1 Development pressure is moving into eastern and southeastern lowa County

1 Economic challenges of farming

1 Funding availability for landowner assistance programs will necessitate prioritizing areas for conservation

STATE NATURAL AREAS

State Natural Areas (SNAs) protect outstanding examples of Wisconsin's native landscape - often the last
refuge for rare plants and animals. Wisconsin's 409 State Natural Areas are valuable for research and
educational use, the preservation of genetic and biological diversity, and for providing benchmarks for
determining the impact of use on managed lands. The following six SNAs are found in the surrounding
landscape and provide a snapshot of the area’s native biodiversity and future opportunities for restoration
(see http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/sna/bycountylist.htm for descriptions of each of these natural areas).

1 Arena Pines-Sand Barrens 9§ Barneveld Prairie 1 Pine CIiff
1 Avoca Prairie-Savanna 1 Pecatonica River Woods 9§ Ridgeway Pine Relict
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FOREST RESOURCES

Over half the forested lands in Wisconsin (57%) are privately owned. Forests provide raw materials for the
forest products industry and a venue for hunting, hiking, and fishing, helping to sustain water resources and
provide habitat for a wide variety of plants and animals, including threatened and endangered species. They
also help balance global warming effects by oxygen production and carbon sequestration. See Map E.8 for
forested land in lowa County.

RURAL FORESTS

Sixteen million acres of Wisconsin are forested (46%), representing one of Wisconsin’s most important land
uses; often times the defining feature of communities or whole regions. Benefits of forests include:

1 Recreational opportunities such as hunting, fish, and hiking

1 Groundwater protection

1 Home for wide variety of plants and animals, including threatened and endangered species

1 Cleans air by producing oxygen and storing carbon

1 Part of Wisconsin’s culture

URBAN FORESTS

A natural resource often forgotten is the urban forest. An urban forest is simply all the trees and vegetation in
and around a city or a village, and can include tree lined streets, home landscapes, school yards, parks,
riverbanks, cemeteries, vacant lots, right of ways, adjacent woodlands, and any other place that vegetation
can grow. The urban forest does not necessarily only relate to trees, but also includes shrubs, flowers, vines,
ground cover, grass, and other plants. A number of benefits are associated with an urban forest including:
Slowed stormwater flow

Intercepted and absorbed rainwater

Alleviates pressure on drainage ways

Provides wildlife habitat

Provides relief against wind, heat, and cold
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One of the more effective tools used by communities to conserve and improve their urban forests is a tree
ordinance. Often they are enacted in response to changes from rapid land development. Tree ordinances
range in complexity from simple tree replacement standards to more comprehensive ordinances addressing
natural resource issues.

Table E.23 lists whether jurisdictions have municipal tree-planting programs or projects and what type.

Table E.23: Sustainable Forestry
fDoes vy j [ i i supp
sustain Pl eas

Jurisdiction . Yes Comments
City of Dodgeville Not answered

City of Mineral Point Does not apply.
Town of Arena
Town of Clyde X Landowners plant windbreaks with DNR trees.
Town of Dodgeville
Town of Eden

Town of Highland
Town of Linden

Town of Mifflin

Town of Mineral Point
Town of Moscow
Town of Pulaski
Town of Ridgeway
Town of Waldwick
Town of Wyoming
Village of Arena X Grant from Alliant Energy.
Village of Avoca X

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet

ort pr
e | ist

x

Encourage tree planting north of STH 18/151
Individual landowners efforts.

XXX XXX X XXX X
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Table E.23 (cont.): Sustainable Forestr
AfDoes your jurisdiction support progr

sustainablef or estry? Pl ease |isto
Jurisdiction .~ Yes 0 Comments
Village of Blanchardville

Village of Highland
Village of Hollandale
Village of Linden
Village of Ridgeway
Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet

Village plants, trims, and cuts trees in Village Park.

XXX X[ X

ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS
Environmental corridors refer to areas that contain groupings of natural resource features. Areas of

concentrated natural resource activity (“rooms”), such as wetlands,
woodlands, prairies, lakes, and other features, become even more
functional when linked by environmental corridors (“hallways”). If
corridor resource features are placed on a map, they can form a
linear space.

Environmental Corridor Benefits:
Reduced Flooding
Reduced Soil Erosion
Improved Water Quality
Improved Water Quantity
Groundwater Recharge
Bank Stabilization
Improved Air Quality
Improved Wildlife Habitat

Fish and wildlife populations, native plant distribution, and even
clean water all depend on movement through environmental
corridors. For example, wildlife populations isolated in one wooded
location can overpopulate, die out, or cause problems for neighbors
if there are not adequate corridors to allow the population to move Social Benefits:

=) =) =) =) =) =) =) =)

about freely. Over 70 percent of all terrestrial wildlife species use 1 Walking and Hiking
riparian corridors, according to the USDA Natural Resources f  Cross Country Skiing
Conservation Service (NRCS). 1 Horseback Riding

1 Photography
Map E.8 shows natural resource features in lowa County, which 1 Wildlife Viewing

can act as environmental corridors. Preserving environmental

corridors can be a highly effective way to protect the natural and cultural resources in an area.

AIR AND LIGHT

A number of land uses (such as large scale farms) contribute to air pollution, and as more development
moves into rural areas, light pollution is growing. Light pollution impacts the night sky anywhere outdoor lights
are on all night. As these problems increase, prevention is gaining importance. Table E.24 lists whether air
and light pollution are issues and what strategies are in place or suggested to address the issue per
jurisdiction.

Table E.24: Air and Light Pollution
Air Light

Pollution? Pollution?
Jurisdiction | Yes No | Comments ' Yes No | Comments

X X Design review. Wishes to promote light

City of Dodgeville pollution reduction.

City of Mineral X X

Point Try to discourage (not enough).

Town of Arena X Pollutants in soil erosion. X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Town of Clyde X X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Town of X X When Town has input on business signs, it

Dodgeville controls nuisance lighting through the

conditional use process. Wishes to
promote light pollution reduction.
Town of Eden X X Members of the Eden Town Plan
Commission do not experience light
pollution from their lands.

Town of Highland X X
Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet
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Table E.24 (cont.): Air and Light Pollution

Air Light
Pollution? Pollution?

Jurisdiction Yes No | Comments Yes No Comments

Town of Linden X Air pollution is not a concern. The airport contributes to light pollution but
the Town cannot control the airport as it has
no jurisdiction over it.

Town of Mifflin X X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Town of Mineral X X Control billboard illumination. Wishes to

Point promote light pollution reduction.

Town of Moscow X Some concern but nothing

currently being done.

Town of Pulaski X X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Town of X X Does not wish to promote light pollution

Ridgeway reduction at this time. It does not seem a
problem in this rural area.

Town of Waldwick X X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Town of Wyoming X X Controls via provisions in Sign and Building

Siting ordinance. Wishes to promote light
pollution reduction.

Village of Arena X X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Village of Avoca X Odor from duck farm. X Wishes to promote light pollution reduction.

Village of X Open burning is an issue X Wishes to promote light pollution reduction.

Blanchardville even though intensity is

minimal.

Village of Air quality issues are minimal X Village does not appear to be impacted by

Highland — i.e. burning leaves. light pollution.

Village of X Does not wish to promote light pollution

Hollandale reduction at this time.

Village of Linden X Does not wish to promote light pollution
reduction at this time.

Village of X Large livestock agricultural X Does not wish to promote light pollution

Ridgeway odor. reduction at this time.

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet

GEOLOGIC AND SOIL RESOURCES

Soils and geology are also important planning considerations, particularly when thinking about new
development. Today, technological advances can overcome many development challenges relating to soil
and geology; however, it is important that these resources are not abused, overused, or contaminated.
Particular attention must be paid to soils when development is occurring on steeper slopes and for septic
systems. Drain-fields must be located to allow adequate infiltration and the sewage treatment provided by
soils. A series of maps including County slope limitations (Map E.9), septic limitations (Map E.10), and
depths to bedrock (Map E.11) are included.

Most of the bedrock in Southwest Wisconsin is sedimentary rock, consisting of sandstone and shale or
limestone, containing mineral resources. Mineral resources are divided into two categories, metallic and non-
metallic. Metallic resources in the region include lead and zinc. Non-metallic resources include sand, gravel,
and limestone. Limestone is one of the most significant geologic resources in the area, used frequently for
road building. Refer to Map E.12 for a map showing mines and quarries in lowa County.

In June of 2001, all Wisconsin counties were obliged to adopt an ordinance for nonmetallic mine reclamation.
The purpose of the ordinance was to achieve an approved post-mining land use, which would be in
compliance with uniform reclamation standards. Uniform reclamation standards address environmental
protection measures including topsoil salvage and storage, surface and groundwater protection, and
concurrent reclamation to minimize acreage exposed to wind and water erosion.

Both open mine shafts and quarries provide easy access for pollutants and trash, becoming source points for
groundwater contamination. Closing off mine shafts and restricting quarry access helps prevent non-point
source pollution from entering groundwater. Table E.25 lists the mines and quarries in the County by
jurisdiction and what protection strategies, if any, exist.
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Table E.25: Mine Shafts And Quarries
Mine Shafts Quarries

Jurisdictions Yes No Protection Strategies Yes No Protection Strategies

City of Dodgeville X Seals shafts.

City of Mineral Point Not submitted Not submitted

Town of Arena X X Requires permits.

Town of Clyde X X Inactive, protected by zoning.

Town of Dodgeville X X » See comments below.

Town of Eden X X State laws

Town of Highland X Restricts access/ X Maintenance on quarry road.

Town of Linden X X Federal regulations.

Town of Mifflin X X Nothing.

Town of Mineral Point X X Town permits.

Town of Moscow X X On private property w/restricted
access by property owners.

Town of Pulaski X Mines are on private property. X On private property.

Town of Ridgeway X X Fenced and gated.

Town of Waldwick X X Nothing.

Town of Wyoming X X

Village of Arena X X

Village of Avoca X X

Village of X X Nothing.

Blanchardville

Village of Highland X Cap them off as we find them. X

Village of Hollandale X X

Village of Linden X Capped and filled per state law. X

Village of Ridgeway X X

(Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resource Element Worksheet)

[» Active — County Z, Peterson-Floyd Rd, Swiggum-Survey Rd, Ivy-CTH CH, Rule STH 23 (old airport);
consider time limited conditional use permits to allow for on site temporary black top plants; consider the
infrastructure of roads where the plants are loaded; limit residential development near the existing quarries;
suggest that in the future residential developments near an existing quarry be required to place a discloser
agreement on deeds prior to approval by the Town.]

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

Open space serves many important functions. It protects ecologically sensitive areas including wetlands and
water resources, important wildlife habitat, and sensitive soils. Open space plays an important role in shaping
the character of the community, as nothing can replace the visual impact of vast open natural spaces,
whether it is agricultural land or woodlands. Preserving open natural spaces not only directly protects
resources, but the space becomes a vital buffer zone. Open space can take the form of parks, cropland and
pastures, greenbelts, wetlands or floodplains. It can also serve other functions for a community such as:

Flood management

Preserving prime agricultural land

Limiting development that may occur

Buffering incompatible land uses

Structuring community environment
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Refer to Map E.13 for recreational trails and parks in lowa County.

LOCAL PARK AND RECREATION RESOURCES

Parks can serve a limited neighborhood area, a portion of the community, or an entire community or region. They
provide space and facilities for outdoor recreation purposes of residents and visitors. Tables E.26, E.27, and
E.28 list, respectively, whether lowa County jurisdiction’s have parks and recreational facilities, whether the
jurisdiction’s promote their natural resources to tourists, and if the jurisdiction’s think they have enough parks and
park amenities to satisfy the needs of visitors. If not, what more recreational spaces do they need, and the
promotional strategies for them.
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Table E.26: Recreational Amenities

Jurisdiction

City of Dodgeville

nDoes

an
Yes

your jurisdiction offer recreat
lers, etc.? What available recreational resources are in your jurisdicti

— Bike trails and hiking trails

City of Mineral Point

Yes
1
1

Campgrounds
Cheese Country Trail

Town of Arena

No

Town of Clyde

Yes
1
1

Hunting
Fishing

Town of Dodgeville

Yes
1

Camping (private-Hideaway Acres, public — Governor Dodge State Park (GDSP), Youth camps —
Bethel Horizons, Friendship Center

GDSP — Camping, fishing, hiking, bird watching, swimming, sunbathing, horseback riding, etc
Horse back riding stables — Dolly Stables

Biking — Military Ridge State Trail, Town roads

Trout streams

Scenic drives, fisheries tours, historical interests, mineral museum, hunting, snowmobile,
Harvesting — nuts, berries, mushrooms

Pleasant Ridge Store — volley ball, horse back riders, outdoor relaxing

Bed and Breakfast - motels

Town of Eden

B I I I I I R |

Blackhawk Lake

A snowmobile club trail

Fishing, bird watching and hiking

Bicyclists enjoy Eden Township roads; some are quite challenging

Town of Highland Yes — Blackhawk Lake Recreation Area
Yes
Town of Linden 1 C_ounty Farm pond is open to thehpublic and offers canoeing, swimming, and fishing
1  Fishing in the creeks, but no public access
T Private snowmobile and horse trails
Town of Mifflin No — Private snowmobile trails maintained by a club
Yes
1  Snowmobile trail
Town of Mineral Point 1  Cheese Country Trall
T New Hwy 151 bike trail
1 Hiking
Yes
1  Snowmobile trails and horse riding trails on private land
Town of Moscow 1  Through the State of Wisconsin DNR they have easement rights to trout streams
1  Hunting by private land owners permission
1 ATV trails were publicly abused
Town of Pulaski Yes — Citizen access granted to public lands to provide recreational opportunities
Yes

Town of Ridgeway

Bikers, snowmobile trails, bird watchers

Camp grounds

Hyde Mill and Dam attracts many tourists

DNR land is open to hunters and bird watchers

Many streams

Folklore Village attracts thousands of tourists and classes

Town of Waldwick

es

Camping

Bird watching
Bicyclists
Snowmobiling
4-wheelers
Horseback riding
Hunting, fishing

Town of Wyoming

es

B I e R e e e R Y I I ]

Tower Hill State Park

Lower WI State Riverway

Bike trail along Hwy 23

Self guided natural trail on grounds of American Players Theatre
Endless Valley Stables

Rush Creek Sportsman’s Club

Hiking and cross-country ski trails at the House on the Rock Resort
Marked snowmobile trail on private property by local snowmobile club

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.26 (cont.):

Recreational Amenities

AfDoes your jurisdiction offer recreatio
Jurisdiction . :
anglers,et ¢ . ? What avail able recreational
. 1  Snowmobilers
Village of Arena 1 Bikers
1 Fishing and boating
Yes
. 1  Campground
Village of Avoca § Avoca Lake
1 Avoca Prairie Land
Yes
1  Campground
Village of 1  End of Lafayette County ATV trail
Blanchardville 1 Fishing pier (accessible)
1 Fishing from banks and bridge
1 Canoe outtake, put-in
Yes
1 Bikers
Village of Highland 1  Snowmobilers and horseback riders are visible in the Village of Highland
1  Village does not allow overnight campers in the Village Park, although the Misfits-in-Time Rendezvous
with several lodges were on site July 26 & 27, 2003
Village of Hollandale No
Village of Linden Yes — Snowmobile trail per ordinance
Yes
) . 1  Military Ridge Bike Trail
Village of Ridgeway 1 Bathrooms
1  Depot and Park

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

Table E.27: Natural Resources Promotion

Does your juri i [ ively promot
itors?
City of Dodgeville 1 Parks
1 Walking/bike trails (through chamber)
Yes
City of Mineral Point 1  Sponsoring of bike trips and hosting such trips
f  Chamber of Commerce
Town of Arena No
Town of Clyde No
Yes
T Planning Town web site with tourism links
Town of Dodgeville 1  Member and seat on local Chamber of Commerce
T Promote local recreation with brochures in Town office
1  Allow and encourage development of recreational based business in Town
Town of Eden No
Town of Highland No
Town of Linden No
Town of Mifflin No
Town of Mineral Point No
Town of Moscow No
Town of Pulaski No
Town of Ridgeway No
Town of Waldwick No
Yes
Town of Wyoming 1  The tourist entities in Town promote available recreational activities
1 Town government gives financial Support to the Spring Green Area Visitors Guide
Village of Arena No
Yes
Village of Avoca T Web Page .
f  Camper magazines
1  Village Signs
Village of Yes . . . .
Blanchardville 1 Promptlonal brochures feat_ure park, campground, and location of Pecatonica River
9 Special events are hosted in park near river

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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Table E.27 (cont.): Natural Resources Promotion

Jurisdiction fDoes your Jur|§d|ct|on actively promot
visitors? How?o0 .

Yes
Village of Highland 1  Promotes natural resources through locally sponsored rabbit hunt run
1 Through numerous picnics in the Village Park
Village of Hollandale Yes — The Pecatonica River skirts the town; we encourage use of the river for canoeing and fishing
Village of Linden No
Yes
Village of Ridgeway 1  Sell passes to trail
1 Promotes restoration of depot for trail tourism

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

Table E.28: Parks and Recreational Space Needs Assessment

AfDoes your jurisdiction have enough par
Jurisdiction recreation spaces to meet the needs of

types are needed, where should they be
Yes

City of Dodgeville 1  Natural areas
1  Walking areas

City of Mineral Point Yes

Town of Arena Yes

Town of Clyde Yes
No

1  Acknowledging the need may exist

1 ATV trails in the county — to be determined but to connect to other locations
1  Golf Course — to be determined

1 Biking/walking trails - to be determined

T Roads, expand widen shoulders

Town of Dodgeville

1 Outdoor recreation outfitter — to be determined e.g. guides, supplies, etc.
Town of Eden Yes
Town of Highland Yes

The Town does not have enough outdoor recreation spaces, but it is not feasible to develop any more

Town of Linden . ;
because of lack of land and financial resources.

Town of Mifflin Yes
Town of Mineral Point No — A Township park is being considered (grills, picnic tables, shelter)
Town of Moscow Yes
Town of Pulaski Yes
Town of Ridgeway Yes
Town of Waldwick Yes
Town of Wyoming Yes — Handicap accessible facilities
Village of Arena Yes
No
Village of Avoca 1 ATV trail — Hwy 133 and in Village limits
1  Bike and Walking Trail — from Avoca Park to Prairieland at Hay Lane Rd (2 miles)
No

Village of Blanchardville | 1  River walk, banks of Pecatonica (.24 mile)
1  Expanded campground, banks of Pecatonica adjacent to existing area (10-15 spaces)

Village of Highland Yes - the Village is blessed with a beautiful, large Village Park

Village of Hollandale Yes

Village of Linden No - Expansion of existing Park for parking/recreational, Franklin Street (10-20 acres)
Village of Ridgeway Yes — Small playground greenspace, In future development (1-2 acres)

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Cultural and historic resources are often set aside by many communities in order to deal with “real” issues
facing their community. However, the proper appreciation of these assets is vital to the long-term success of
a community. Respecting and utilizing these available resources increases the overall quality of life and
provides opportunities for tourism.

Determining what cultural and historic resources are has been left to some interpretation. For the purpose of
this Plan, historic resources include buildings and sites as identified by the National Register of Historic
Places, museums, churches, cemeteries, old one-room schools, etc. The information presented here is to
serve as a guide to cultural and historic resources but is not inclusive.
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HISTORIC PLACES
Table E.29 lists historic sites in lowa County towns that are listed on the State and National Registers of
Historic Places. See Map E.16 for locations.

Table E.29: State and National Registered Historic Places: Towns

Jurisdiction State and National Listings

Town of Arena William Henry Brisbane House
Sawle Mound Group Archeological District

Carden Rockshelter 7. Rainbow Cave
DNR #2, #3, #4 Rockshelters 8. Thomas Stone Barn

Town of Brigham

Hole-In-The-Wall #1 Cave

3
4.
5. DNR #5 Archeological Site
6
9

Town of Clyde Shiprock Rockshelter

Town of Dodgeville 10. Mayland Cave
Town of Highland 11. Gottschall Site
Town of Mineral Point 12. Spensley Farm
Town of Moscow 13. McCoy Rock Art Site
14. Plum Grove Primitive Methodist Church
Town of Ridgeway 15. Hyde Chapel
16. Shot Tower
Town of Wyoming 17. Taliesin

18. Unity Chapel

Source: 2003 Wisconsin Historical Society and the National Register of Historic Places

Table E.30 lists historic sites in lowa County cities and villages that are listed both on the State and National
Reqgisters of Historic Places.

Table E.30: State and National Registered Historic Places: Cities/Villages

Jurisdiction | State and National Listings
1  lowa County Courthouse 1 Old Rock School
City of Dodgeville 1 lowa Street 1 David J. and Maggie Jones House
1 Mineral Point Hill
T Mineral Point Historic District
City of Mineral Point 1  Pendarvis
1  Spensley Farm
Village of Arena None identified.
Village of Avoca None identified.
Village of Barneveld 1  Cassidy Farmhouse Kittleson House

Roberts House
Roethlisberger House

1 Grove Street Historic District
1 Harris House
1 Ihm House

== =a —a

Village of Blanchardville None identified.
Village of Highland None identified.
Village of Hollandale None identified.
Village of Linden 1  Linden High School Monument
1 Linden Methodist Church
Village of Livingston None identified
Village of Montfort None identified
Village of Muscoda None identified
Village of Rewey None identified
Village of Ridgeway None identified

Source: 2003 Wisconsin Historical Society and the National Register of Historic Places

CHURCHES
Places of worship have had a significant impact on lowa County’s culture and as such, are a considerable
cultural resource. Appendix E-3 lists the churches of lowa County.

CEMETERIES

Cemeteries are identified as prominent historic and cultural resources, providing an historic perspective of an
area, providing a history of names and ethnicities of a community’s ancestors. Appendix E-4 lists the
cemeteries serving lowa County jurisdictions.
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RURAL SCHOOLS

The old time, one room schoolhouse once dotted the landscape, providing public education for mainly rural
communities. Over time, these buildings were utilized less and less, as larger, more centrally located schools
were built. Nevertheless, the one room schoolhouse remains an icon of American rural culture, representing
the opportunity for all children to learn “the three R’s”™: reading, ‘riting, and ‘rithmetic. The publication
“‘School s of IbyMe&alf,GWlliamst anddPustina (1976), documents these schools (some still
extant) in greater detail; see Appendix E-5 for a complete list. Also, see Map E.14 at the end of this Section.

OTHER HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND SITES IN IOWA COUNTY

Many buildings and sites in the County are deemed historic and are eligible for state and national historic
listing but do not fall in the above categories. Appendix E-6 lists these other historic buildings or sites in lowa
County.

CULTURAL RESOURCE AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Throughout lowa County there are a number of restoration efforts, programs, and special events designed to
support and promote the culture and history of lowa County communities. Table E.31 lists the cultural
resources, programs, and special events in participating jurisdiction. The information on Tables E.31 and
E.32 came from responses on the Cultural Resources worksheet.

Table E.31: Cultural Resources, Programs, and Special Events
Jurisdiction Restoration Efforts, Programs, Special Events

The City of Dodgeville supports and promotes the Blues Fest and Farmer Appreciation Days. The City
City of Dodgeville of Dodgeville Chamber of Commerce also supports these activities. The City has a Historic Preservation
Commission and a Parks and Recreation Program.
Cornish Festival { Orchard Lawn I Farmer's Market
Historic Preservation f Odd Fellows museum f  Masonic Temple
Commission { Pendarvis I  Historic District
T Twinning Association 1 Film Society 1 cityBand
 Fall Art Tour 1 RRDe
. . . pot I Seasonal parades
City of Mineral Point :
y I Gallery Nights 9 Mineral Point Railroad 1 Driftless Area Land
I Fourth of July festivities Society Conservancy
Winter Carnival Y  Mineral Point Room
 Opera House Y Rest-O-Rama
Town of Arena The Town of Arena Plan Commission did not identify any cultural resource and historic preservation
programs or special events.
Town of Clyde The Clyde Homemakers plan to restore the old Town Hall and the Town is also refurbishing its
cemeteries.
Town of Dodgeville The Town of Dodgeville supports the mowing and upkeep of three historic cemeteries (Pleasant Valley,
Garrison Grove, and Rockwell Mills).
Town of Eden The Town promotes and supports the Annual Cobb Corn Roast.
Town of Highland Highland does not provide support or promote historic preservation and/or special cultural events.
Town of Linden The Town of Linden does not have any cultural/historic preservation programs.
Town of Mifflin Mifflin does not support any cultural resource or historic preservation programs.

Town of Mineral Point Possible a Town park

County Fair (not financially)

Town of Moscow The Town of Moscow Plan Commission identified the recently rezoned Chauncey Smith Cabin in the Old
Village of Moscow as an historic site.

The Town of Pulaski supports the on-going archeological work by Professor Bob Salzer, along with

Town of Pulaski efforts to be undertaken by the recently formed Cultural Landscape Legacies group, also under the
direction of Prof. Salzer.

Town of Ridgeway The Town of Ridgeway supports the Hyde Blacksmith shop restoration, the Ridgeway Pines Area, and
the Folklore Village Folk Art Festival.

Town of Waldwick The Town of Waldwick supports the Jonesdale Field Day, held on the second weekend in September.
The Town of Wyoming supports the restoration of Taliesin and owns and maintains two historic

Town of Wyoming cemeteries (Wyoming and Old Helena). The Town of Wyoming celebrated the 2002 Centennial of the

Wyoming Valley Methodist Church and there are seven Century Farms (farms that have been owned by
the same family for 100 years or more) in Wyoming.

Village of Arena The Plan Commission did not identify any cultural resource and historic preservation programs or special
events the Village of Arena supports.
Village of Avoca The Village of Avoca promotes and supports Avoca Prairieland, the Avoca Village Hall, the Effigy

Mounds, and Lakeside Park.
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Table E.31 (cont.):

Jurisdiction

Village of
Blanchardville

Cultural Resources, Programs, and Special Events
Restoration Efforts, Programs, Special Events

The Village of Blanchardville does a number of things to support and promote its culture. Longstanding
events include the Chicken Barbeque on Father’s Day, the Car Show in July, and the Blanchardville and
Pecatonica High School Homecoming (including a large parade and an alumni banquet as well as the
football game). “Jamm Fest” is a more recent event, showcasing area and local musicians and bands.

The Blanchardville Historical Society Museum sponsors exhibits and events, such as “Barn Again!
Celebrating an American Icon”, a Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit from April 26 — June 1, 2003. They are
also involved in preserving a log cabin replica constructed by local residents about 70 years ago.

Home Talent Baseball, Blanchardville has been home to the Blanchardville Bulletts, a member of the
Home Talent League. The League, which is perhaps the oldest amateur baseball league in the US, is
celebrating its 75" year in 2003. Blanchardville has fielded a team for most of those years.

Blanchardville is home for the Pecatonica High School. Village and school work together sharing
facilities. In a small village like Blanchardville, school sports, music, and drama events are part of
general community life.

Village of Highland

The Village of Highland has a number of annual events that are highly promoted and supported. Every
year at the High School Graduation, members of the 50-year graduation class are honored and
presented with a flower. The Highland High School homecoming is a village-wide activity with a parade
not only featuring the current high school classes, but also with businesses and past classes entering a
float or car in the parade. Highland Village Park is very well utilized by summer recreation programs and
major fundraisers such as the SS Anthony & Philip’s Pork Fest, the VFW Picnic, the American Legion
Picnic, and the Highland Firemen’s Picnic. There are also chicken barbeque fundraisers for athletic or
scholastic special events held in the Park.

Village of Hollandale

The Village of Hollandale promotes and supports the Grandview outdoor museum.

Village of Linden

The Village of Linden promoted and supported the October 2001 150 Year Church Event.

Village of Ridgeway

The Village of Ridgeway does a number of things to support and promote culture, including Labor Day
and the Depot Restoration and Advancement.

IOWA COUNTY CULTURAL RESOURCES: IMPORTANCE, THREATS, AND RESPONSE TO THREATS
Cultural resources mean different things to different communities, resulting in a mixing of importance of any
particular building or site. In order to protect historic buildings and sites, some communities have established
programs or ordinances designed to protect or restore their cultural heritage. However, financial restraints
can limit what any one community can do. Table E.32 lists specific cultural resources deemed most important
in a particular jurisdiction, threats to the resource, and the jurisdiction’s response to those threats.

Table E.32: Important Cultural Resources, Threats, And Protection

Jurisdiction " Cultural Resource | Threats to Resources ' Response to Threats
City of Dodgeville 1 None identified
City of Mineral Point 1  Historic Preservation 1 Non- compliance 1 Form committees
Commission 1 Dying Breed, Affordable -
1 Artist Community St{Jd?o Space 1 Ra,lse fUI’-l(-iS )
1 Historic Architecture 1 Neglect {I Private citizen involvement
f  Mineral Point Room 1 Lack of Funds T Support by City Council for
1  Cheese Country Trail 1  Lack of Interest projects
9 Lack of funds to update { Active Chamber of Commerce
1 Misuse and neglect 9 Enforcement of existing
ordinances
1 Enact Extraterritorial Zoning
1 Lower WI Riverway
Town of Arena 1 Farmland
1 Old Town Hall Town Hall restoration, cemetery
Town of Clyde 1  Cemeteries renovation
1 Churches and Vandalism, theft, neglect,and | §  Took over cemetery upkeep and
cemeteries in development. records
Town of Dodgeville general T Weak farm economy T Preserve land, tax, and other
1 Archeological sites historic records.
T Barns, historic homes,
cheese factories, other
historic buildings
1 Oral histories recalled by
Town of Eden elders
1  Documents owned by
elders
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Table E.32 (cont.
Jurisdiction

Important Cultural Resources, Threats, And Protection

| Cultural Resource Threats to Resources Response to Threats

Indian sites 1  Development, vandalism All threatened resources are on
Town of Highland 11 Scullion Mine Shaft 1  Capped in early 1990’s private property.
(STH 80)
1 Churches, schools, 1  Neglect, conversion, Took over cemetery maintenance,
Town of Linden cemeteries ignorance of purpose, value pays to have them mowed.
and location
1  2churches, 1 rural 1 All buildings are well Took over cemetery maintenance.
Town of Mifflin school in Old Welsh maintained but could fall
settlement victim to vandalism and
neglect
1 Barns, old farmhouses, 1  Changing Ag economy No threats exist.
Ag buildings. 1 Insensitive development
Town of Mineral Point | §  Viewscapes 1 Lack of County support
1 4Hclubs
1 Losing farms and
farmers
1  County fair
1 Rural school buildings 1 Conversion, neglect, or 1 No money is available to respond
1  Cheese factories demolition to threats.
1  Village of Adamsville 1  Village sites vanished with 1  Some cultural resources are
Town of Moscow site passing of railroad. privately owned.
1  Village of Moscow site 1  Some citizens preserve their own
1  Pecatonica River Valley historic sites and buildings.
1 Barns 1 As the number of farms No specific actions to minimize threats
1  Archeological Sites decline, traditional barns to cultural resources have been taken
Town of Pulaski decline and are demolished or are being contemplated.
1  Looting, destruction
Town of Ridgeway 1  Hyde Mill 1  Neglect Establishment of the Hyde Historical
Preservation Comm.
1  Rock Houses 1  Being maintained Currently there are no serious threats
1 Indian Sites Ll Development and building to the cultural resources o f the Town
Town of Waldwick f  Old Cemeteries 1 Being maintained of Waldwick.
1 Old Schools 1  Mostly maintained
1  Churches T Being maintained
1  Wyoming School 1  Has been restored — not The Town has had a Land Use Policy
1 Taliesin currently in use. since 1989. The Sign (1991), Land
§  Barns, outbuildings, and | 1  In need of restoration Division (1992), and Building Siting
Town of Wyoming cheese factories 1 Threatened due to neglect (2000) ordinances offer protection.
due to high maintenance
costs or removed due to tax
burdens
Village of Arena None identified
1  Effigy Mounds, Lakeside | §  Preservation The Village of Avoca has responded to
Park 1  Cutting trees and extension threats to its cultural resources by
Village of Avoca 1 Environmental of residential development enacting municipal codes, zoning,
surroundings 1 Urban sprawl subdivision ordinances, and by Village
{1  Small town atmosphere residents’ participation.
T Pre-1920 downtown T Neglect and conversion T The Blanchardville Area
buildings 1  Restored 1998, should be ok Improvement Corporation is primarily
1  Pecatonica River Dam for many years an economic development
1 Pecatonica River 1  Floods, erosion, debris organization, but since the downtown
1 McKellar Park 9 Lack of funds to maintain, is made up of older buildings, loans

Village of
Blanchardville

upgrade pool, pool house,
tennis courts, and basketball
facilities

from BAIC do preserve buildings.
BCPI (Blanchardville Community
Pride) is a combination of a Main
Street/Chamber organization.
Blanchardville is a Wisconsin Main
Street Community with major focus in
historical preservation.

1  The Blanchardville Historical
Society has been formed and is
collecting items unique to
Blanchardville. The Villages provides
the museum building, a former
Wisconsin Power and Light facility. It
was formerly the Village library. Dam
repair and cement bleacher restoration
in McKellar Park was accomplished
through volunteer fundraising.
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Table E.32 (cont.): Important Cultural Resources, Threats, And Protection

| Cultural Resource Threats to Resources Response to Threats

Jurisdiction

SS Anthony & Philip’s If SS Anthony & Philip’s The Village has not come up with a
Church/Parish parish were to build a response to these threats.
1  Highland Elementary, complete new facility for
Middle, & High School Church offices, dining hall,
1 Highland Village Park and classrooms, there is a
possibility that St. Philip’s
Church could be razed with
the land being sold for
residential development.
Village of Highland If the School District were to
build additional classrooms
onto the High/Middle School,
the Elementary School would
be vacated.
Getting volunteers to work
the special events at the park
is getting more difficult as
members of the American
Legion and VFW are getting
older.
Village of Hollandale 1  School Lack of funding, layoffs Village voted to exceed the state
revenue cap.
91  State Bank (Post Office) None — glad to see the The Village sees the conversion of its
1  Pardtown Pub buildings are being used historic buildings as preservation, not
1  Womack House even though they are being as a threat.
Village of Linden 1 Hick's Store converted
1  Linden American Legion
T Masonic Lodge
1  Business District Evolution to residential from Poor zoning decisions and apathy
1  Depot Restoration & business have been the response to threats to
Village of Ridgeway Advancement Lack of participation, non- Ridgeway'’s cultural resources.
1  Meeting Hall — profit status
Community Center Lacking in the community —
no building

ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
About 10,000 years ago, Paleo-Indians entered Wisconsin as they hunted woolly mammoth, mastodon, and
bison. These large mammals lived on the abundant vegetation beginning to grow as the glaciers retreated

northward.

Around 8,000 years ago, during the Archaic Period, the climate became warmer and dryer. Animals found in
the state today replaced the large Ice Age mammals. People lived in smaller family groups in caves,
rockshelters, along rivers, and around lakes and wetlands. They harvested wild plants, nuts, and acorns.
They hunted animals such as deer and elk.

About 3,000 years ago, during the Woodland Period, people lived in large villages and began to use bows
and arrows to hunt. It was during this period that many mounds, including effigies, or mounds built in the
shape of turtles, birds, bears and other animals, were built throughout Wisconsin. These people were
Wisconsin’s first potters and gardeners.

The Mississippian Period began about 1,000 years ago.

In Wisconsin these people are called Oneota.

They lived in villages and planted gardens to grow crops such as corn, beans, and squash. They had a
complex trade network that extended to both the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

Jean Nicolet, a French explorer, arrived in Wisconsin in 1634. At that time, the Indian tribes present in the
state included the Ho Chunk (Winnebago), Potawatomi, Menominee, and Ojibwa (Chippewa) Indians. This

marked the beginning of the Historic Period.

Appendix E-7 lists documented archeological sites in lowa County. This is not a complete list because some
sites disappear due to development or agriculture and some may not yet been reported to the State Historical
Society. Site locations are not listed as per Wisconsin Historical Society policy however the Historical Society
can work with a community to release site locations if a dialogue is established. See Program information on
page E-47 for contact information.
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CULTURAL RESOURCE CONTACTS

Various people and organizations concern themselves with protecting and promoting the cultural heritage of

lowa County. Table E.33 lists these groups and individuals by jurisdiction.

Table E.33: Local Cultural Resource Contacts

Jurisdiction Name
1

Historic Preservation Commission

T Plan Commission
City of Dodgeville 1 Cultural Arts Committee

1 Library Board

9 Mineral Point Historical Society  Point Forward
City of Mineral Point  RR Society I Chamber of Commerce

9 Opera House Restoration Committee I City Planning Commission
Town of Arena Town Board

1  Clyde residents
Town of Clyde The Homemakers

1 lowa County Historical Society, Public Library | 1  Elenor Michels

1  Homer Griffiths 1  Bill Singer

T Marvin and Audrey Halverson 1 Rick Bernstein, WI Historoical Society, Smart
Town of Dodgeville 1 Joe and Marguarite Kraus Growth Coordinator

1 John and Margaret Wiest 1  Phil Lewis

1 Barbara Larsen

Town of Eden

None identified

1  Robert Salzer, Beloit College
Town of Highland 1  Cletus McCarthy
1  Carol Ramsden, has knowledge of local Indian sites.

Town of Linden

None identified

Town of Mifflin

Cemetery Associations
Town Board

Town of Mineral Point

None identified

Town of Moscow

Volunteers, PEC Foundation, maintains Grandview

Town of Pulaski

Professor Bob Salzer, knowledge of archeological sites

Town of Ridgeway

Community volunteer groups support preservation

Town of Waldwick

Private, individual owners
Church congregations

Town of Wyoming

Town Board and Plan Commission, Town of Wyoming
Taliesin Preservation, Inc., Taliesin
Lower Wisconsin Riverway Board

Village of Arena

one identified

Village of Avoca

Village Board
Historical Preservation Committee
Village employees

Village of
Blanchardville

BCPI (Blanchardville Community Pride, Main Street Chamber combination
Blanchardville Historical Society
Blanchardville Village Board

Village of Highland

George Wallenkamp

Jerome Laufenberg

Don McGuire

Tom Hebgen (DPW since 1986), current history contact

Theresa Michek (Clerk-Treasurer since 1990), current history contact

Village of Hollandale

E R R I e R I e N d e e e e R N R e NE NE ]

Village Board

Village of Linden

None identified

Village of Ridgeway

1

Depot Foundation and Advancement

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCES
Table E.34 lists lowa County communities in lowa County with historic ordinances, those without, and those
that would like to create one for their jurisdiction. The Town of Eden did not answer.

Table E.34: Historic Preservation Ordinances
Jurisdictions With An Jurisdictions Without An Historic Jurisdictions Who Wish to

Historic Preservation Preservation Ordinance (And Do Not Wish Establish An Historic Preservation
Ordinance to Create One) Ordinance

Town of Arena Town of Waldwick

Town of Clyde Town of Wyoming

Town of Highland Village of Arena

= = =a =a —a —a

1
1
1
I City of Dodgeville f Town of Linden Village of
I City of Mineral Point f Town of Mifflin Blanchardville _
T Village of Avoca 1 Town of Mineral Village of Highland T Town of Dodgeville
1  Village of Linden Point Village of
1  Town of Moscow Hollandale
1  Town of Pulaski 1  Village of
1 Town of Ridgeway Ridgeway

Source: 2003 lowa County Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Element Worksheet

AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, AND CULTURAL RESOURCE AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

There are a number of available state and federal programs to assist with agricultural, natural, and cultural
resource planning and protection. Below are brief descriptions of various agencies and programs. Contact
information has been provided for each agency. To find out more specific information or which program best
fits your needs contact them directly.

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (WI-DNR)
The Department of Natural Resources is dedicated to the
preservation, protection, effective management, and maintenance of
Wisconsin's natural resources. It is responsible for implementing the

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES (WI-DNR)

laws of the state and, where applicable, the laws of the federal 101 S Webster St
government that protect and enhance the natural resources of our Madison WI 53703

state. It is the one agency charged with full responsibility for

coordinating the many disciplines and programs necessary to Phone: 608-266-2621
provide a clean environment and a full range of outdoor recreational Fax: 608-261-4380
opportunities for Wisconsin citizens and visitors. The Wisconsin _
DNR has a humber of programs available ranging from threatened http:/iwww.dnr.state.wi.us

and endangered species to water quality to parks and open space to
wetlands.

The Bureau of Community Financial Assistance (CFA) administers grant and loan programs, under the WI-
DNR. Financial program staff works closely with local governments and interested groups to develop and
support projects that protect public health and the environment, and provide recreational opportunities.
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WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (DATCP)

The Wisconsin Department of Trade and Consumer Protection

inspects and licenses more than 100,000 businesses and
individuals, analyzes millions of laboratory samples, conducts
hundreds of hearings and investigations, educates businesses
and consumers about best practices, adopts rules that have the
force of law, and promotes Wisconsin agriculture at home and
abroad.

Specifically DATCP has two divisions that relate directly to the
agriculture and natural resource section of the comprehensive
plan. The Environmental Division focuses on insects, land and
water, as well as plants and animals. The Agricultural Division

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRADE
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
(DATCP)

2811 Agriculture Drive
PO Box 8911

Madison WI 53708
Phone: 608-224-4960

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us

focuses on animals, crops, agricultural resources, and land and water resources.

WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)

The Natural Resources Conservation Service is the federal agency
that works with landowners on private lands to conserve natural
resources. NRCS is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
formerly the Soil Conservation Service.

Nearly three-fourths of the technical assistance provided by the
agency goes to helping farmers and ranchers develop
conservation systems uniquely suited to their land and individual
ways of doing business. The agency also provides assistance to
other private landowners and rural and urban communities to
reduce erosion, conserve and protect water, and solve other
resource problems.

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Society serves as the archives of the State of Wisconsin. It
collects books, periodicals, maps, manuscripts, relics, newspapers,
and audio and graphic materials as they relate to North America. It
maintains a museum, library, and research facility in Madison, as
well as a statewide system of historic sites, school services, area
research centers, administering a broad program of historic
preservation and publishing a wide variety of historical materials,
both scholarly and popular. The historical society can also provide
assistance for various state and federal programs.

WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)

6515 Watts Road,
Suite 200
Madison, WI 53719

Phone (608) 276-USDA

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Office of Preservation Planning
Division of Historic Preservation
Wisconsin Historical Society
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706

Phone: 608-264-6500

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org
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